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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT PISTOL SHOOTING 
. By Lieut. J.L. Hitchings, Air Corns. 

id. Note. This is the first of a scries oy articles for the News Letter 
by Lieut. Hitchings on the subject of »istol shooting. The 
“jaryyose os same is to induce Air Corns officers to join in the 
»leasant and valuable s»xort of ,istol shooting, to outline the 
ste xs necessary for them to vecome excellent shots, and to aid 
them in organizing clubs. 


1. In shooting any hand gun, where are the eyes focussed at the instant 
of firing, and why? : 

2. What two technical meanings has the word "roll" in »nistol shooting? 

3. How is the roll of the shoulder obtained? 

4, Why is the roll of the revolver the most reliable method of rapid 
fire cocking? 

5. ‘Which gives the greater accuracy - a »istol grin vermitting a straight 
wrist, or one requiring a downward bend:of the wrist, and why? 

S. What three general rules govern the grip in modern pistol shooting? 

7. What rule governs the »osition of the thumb? © 

8. What six braces »revent the nistol barrel from swerving up, down, to 
the right and to the left? 

9. What rule governs the wosition of the left shoulder, arm, and hand? 

10. ‘The German -ryistol team, which will conmete with the United States in 
the next Olymmics, are said to have abandoned the Tell grin for the duelling 
pistol griy. Why do Americans consider this a wise move on their »vart? 

(Answers to these questions are siven at the end of the article). 

These questions are »ronounded to the Air Corns officer for a definite — 
purnose, namely, to shatter the unfortunate illusions that »revent him from 
becoming a good shot. The first and worst illusion is that because we wear 
the uniform, we know how to shoot a ‘yistol. My orm little bubble of conceit 
on this subject was definitely shattered at Camp Perry, and since my return 
from that excellent school of disillusionment I determined to compile .for my 
brother officers a series of articles setting forth the accented doctrine of 
the exnerts, and thus save for them the hundreds of dollars and thousands of 
rounds I have svent learning the elements of the game. This series will con- 
tain all the information necessary to choose wea rons, to become a good shot, 
to construct »istol ranges, and to organize and run a »nistol club. They will 
run consecutively in the Air Coros News Letter,as long as they are considered 
ef sufficient value to print, until the series is complete. 

The second illusion referred to is that because of some mysterious »vhysical 
reqrirements, good shots are born, not made. Some laymen believe that an ex- 
ceytionally steady arm is required, »icturing the good istol. shot as of the 
football layer type. A close study of our best shots in action will soon 
destroy this illusion. The reason many police remresentatives at Cam) Perry 
are large men is not that large men make the best shots, but because large men 
make the best »olicemen. Other laymen suppose that excentionel eyes are re- 
qmiired, Dr. I.R. Callsins, who has re resented us on International istol teams 
since 1903, and who is still the best all-round >istol shot in the country, is 

a gentleman of short stature, an arm only moderately steady, average build, and 
wears glassos! The answer is that a technique of »istol shooting exists as 
complex as the technique of fencing and even more definitely agreed on; and 
that the best shots are those who have best mastered this technime. 

And the third illusion is that the »istol has little value in the Air 
Corns. Thais is believed wron;; for two reasons. First, the next war, authori- 
ties agree, will more probably than not be open warfare, and will then bear 


the same relation to the last one that a scrambled egg bears to a »oached egg; 
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second, because the wotoling arm of the ~istol shooter »roduces the. same 
sighting effect as the unsteady head of tne airnlane gunner, the art of ~istol | 
shooting a»oroaches more closely the art of airolene gunnery than does either 
shotgun shooting (relatively inaccurate snanshooting with a steady base) or : 
rifle shooting (relatively swoeraccurate shooting with a steady base); and.it 3 
is therefore believed that pistol shooting is the best »ossible training for a 
‘airplane gunnery. : 
Contemlated titles of future articles to be submitted are as follows: 

How to Organize a Pistol Club. 

How to Construct Pistol Ranges. 

The Automatic Pistol vs. the Reyclver. 

A Discussion of Arms, 

A Discussion of Ammnition. 

The Soringfiela Revolver Club Doctrine. 

Summary of Rules for Shooting. 

Matches and Medals. 

Comparative Scores. 

Coachins. 

Camp Perry, if >ossible. 

The answers to the cuestions propounded in the bezinning of this article 
are given below, as follows:. 

1. ‘he general rule is that the last glance mst b@*the most unsteady 
alignment. With a rifle, this is the sight-tarzet alignment, and the last 
focus of the eyes is on the target. With a »nistol, on the contrary, it is 
the alignment of the front and rear sights, and the last focus of the eyes 
must be on the sights. 

2. The roll of. the shoulder in getting »ro ver position with any hand-. 
gun; and the roll of the revolver in raid-fire cocking. 

5. By rotating the right shoulder until it comes under or nearly under 
the chin, arm extended, palm up, and then rotating the hand at the wrist " 
bring it to firin; »osition. 

4. Because all other methods require extreme doubling of the thumb, 
which is impractical in cold weather, when the thum> is stiff. 

5. One requiring a bent wrist, because the bones and muscles of the body 
most yee 2 ayoroach a machine rest when they are locked without strain. 

Hold the palm of the hand vertical; hold the gun in line with the arn; 
get as “high @ grip on the gun as possible. 

7. All good modern shots hold the thumb high, in line with the barrel. 

8. The two feet, controlled so that the weight rests equally on the 
heels, are the basic braces, holding the gun steady in all directions. ‘The 
weight of the barrel prevents it from swerving dow. The second finger, be- 
hind the. trigger guard, suonorts it. The thumb, »ressing right, »revents it 
from moving to the left.. ‘The trigger finger »revents it from moving to.the 
right. 
9. The left shoulder should be drovxjed. To accomlish aes the 
left arm down, »lacing the left hand in the trousers pocket or letting it hang 
free. Do not raise the shoulder by lacing the left hand on the hin. 

10. Because the Tell grip is believed to have too many points of contact, 
rendering it difficult to coordinate the muscles of the hand. 
The second article of the series on ~istol shooting, entitled "The History 
of the Pistol," by Lieut. Hitchings, will axy.ear in the next issue. 
~--000"-= 





CAPTAIN BEAM TELLS OF CUBAN AIR SERVICE 


Cantain Rosenham Beam, who in 1927 wes Executive Officer of the Air Corps 
Training Center under General Frank P. Lahm, visited Brooks Field, Texas, re- 
cently while enroute from San Francisco to Havana, Cuba, where he is stationed 
as supervisor of the Cuban Air Service. The occasion for Captain Beam's trip 
me a sig ya was a sad one, he having suffered the misfortune of losing 

s wife. 

In 1927, Ca ntain a was detailed by the United States government, at the 
official request of the Cuban Government, to assist them in establishing a 
training field similar to those maintained in this country. Lieuts. Jack 
Hodgson and James Gillesxie were ordered to Havana as assistants to Cant. Beam. 

-33— V-6119, A.C. 





A number of Cuban students had attended ths flying-schools.of the United States, 
put it was believed by their Government that, since ‘Cuba is centrally located as 
a flying center dnd officials entertained the belief that instruction in their 
native language would servé-as an impetus to the comletion of the flying . 
course, the establishment of a flying school on home ground would more nearly 
insure a greater interest in the mngens of aviation. Ca tain Beam and Lieuts. 
Hodgson and Gillesvie were detailed for a three-year tour of duty, wt at the 
officiat recuest of the Cuban government: this tour was extended an additional 
year. 

Cantain Beam states that when he and his assistants arrived at Havana 
they found the Cuban Air Corps to consist solely of two vilots, four obsolete 
ships and one hangar. With characteristic American ingenuity, these three Air 
Corps officers immediately began formulating ,lans to improve the depressing 
situation. These »lans embraced the construction of a suitable airdrome, con- 
taining a ower lant, three service hangars 2, CHIN and supyly shops, »ara- 
chute shops, school tildings, a meteorolog eical laboratory, and an operations 
office. With little difficulty, these ‘ylans were made realities, and the equip- 
ment, to which has been added an underg eround gasoline and oil sup»oly system, is 
believed now to be quite adequate for the training of. aviation students.. 

With satisfactory equipment, the Cuban School has made steady »rogress. 
Today there are-28 trained vilots, forming two tactical squadrons which, in 
Cartain Beam's opinion, compare favorably with the most efficient units in the 
United States Army Air Corss. Five graduates of the School already have »vassed 
1,000 hours’in the air and, in addition, attained qualification as. ailots of. 
tri-motored transport’ xlanes. During the past year, the Cuban Air Corps flew 
570,000 miles without so much as a forced landing, a record of which Cantain 
Beam is very »roud. The units‘of the Cuban Air Service are equinped with 22 
modern "Was" powered pursuit’ Hawlc" »lanes, and eight Vought "Corsair" »lanes. 

The enlisted personnel of the Cuban air force is comoosed of 162 mechanics 
and technicians, who were: trained by and under the supervision of Caotain Beam — 
and his two associates, 

The present staff of the School is composed entirely of Cuban officers, 
and the three American officers are acting as observers and advisors. Cantain 
Beam stated that the present Chief of the ‘Cuban Air Corps, Colonel Julio 
Sanguily, once . served. asa Cavalry officer under Major-General Frank Parker, the 
present: commander of the Sixth Corps Area. | 

-Caytain Beam was graduated’ from Kelly Field during the World War. Since 
his graduation, he has seen service at’ Selfridge, Mitchel and Langley Fields;. 
Cam menith Ky.; and in’ the Philiyoines.- 

~ — 


ee ACTIVITIES | AT SCOTT FIELD. 


Airship activities at Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., were somewhat re- 
stricted recently bécause of unfavorable weather conditions. At present there 
are two shins inflatéd for flying, the TC-6-241 and the TC-11-271, and both 
have been in operation constantly during good flying weether, The 271 ship 
has a closed cabin car and has been mich in demand on the cold flying days. 

The Engineering De>rartment of the Air Devot has completed the overhaul 
and repair of nearly all the lighter-then-air craft at the field. The car of 
the TC-10-242 has been redesigned, so that it can now be used with air cooled 
motors. ‘The remilding of the TC-10-253, which was wrecked near Edwardsville, 
Tll., last Fall, while on a trip to St. Paul, Minn., has just been completed, 
and this shi) has been laced in ‘storage. The Fabric De vartment has completed. 
the overhaul of a TA envelove, which was badly damaged about two years ago 
when the handling lines of an airshiv became entangled in tele »hone wires, and 
this has been added to the equi ment in storage. 

/  =--000--— 


TRY THIS ON YOUR FOOT-LOCKER 


The certificate of graduation from the Air Corns Technical School is some- 
thing that should be highly »rized by the enlisted men fortunate enough to have 
comleted a course at this School. Asquadron-commander out in tHe field 
writes in, sugz sesting that the enlisted men holding these diplomas ‘paste them | 
inside the lid of their foot-lockers, as something to-show the “Squadron or Post 
Commander when he comes through the barracks on inspection. 

We vass this tip along to those to whom it would ayly. 
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NeW TYPE OF BLIND FLYING COVER 


Lieut. Signa A. Gilkey, of Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, has designed 
anew tyne of streamline cover for the front, or blind, cocknit to be used on 
BI-2 and BI-1 tyne of airolanes for blind flying surooses. It is Lieut. | ; 
Gilkey's belief that this is the first cover of its xind for the ‘jurj0se for 
which it is intended. 

Of a shape resembling a large clam shell, the cover is fashioned of steel 
tubing forming a framework over which canvas has been stretched taut, hinged in 
the center, and folding in the manner of a clam shell. Closing is effected by 
three clips placed at intervals of about eight inches along the front of the 
cover, controlled by a ri» cord which effects the instant opening. of the two 
halves ef the cover. 

Not only-is this cover an innovation in design; but a new quin to the 
ventilation problem has been accomplished, since the cover possesses in. the’ 
front of each half a ventilator, designed so that while no light or visibility 
is afforded, an abundance’ of fresh air is »ermitted. Also, when the cover is 
not in use, four strans (two to each half cover) are »rovided which securely 

- hold the res ective sides of the cover firmly in lace. It has’ been demon- — 








strated, accordinz to Lieut. Gilkey, that the use of this streamline cover q 


does net affect the plane's s»eed nor, when not in use and in its ~osition at 
the. side of the ‘lane, does it nrevent egress from the airnlane. 

BI-2 and -BI-l air>lanes are recent additions to the equinment at Brooks 
Field for blind flying training. The »vlénes formerly used: for this class*of 
training were the PT training tynes, which are smallcor than the BI's. Covers 
for the PT nlanes had been provided at the Duncan Field Air Denot, but none 
for the BT tyes. 

The efficacy of the cover designed by Lieut. Gilkey was conclpsively 
proven, in the opinion of two others of Brooks Field, Lieuts. Carl J. Crane, 
Director of Blind Flying, and £.J. Rogers, Blind Flying Instructor, who accom 
lished successfully a dlind flying mission to Brownsville, Texas, on January 
24th. They flew a ‘ylane equixed with Lieut: Gilkey's invention, and were 
enthusiastic in their renorts of the test. 

Lieut: Crane is well mown as a "yioneer" in the blind flying field, 
having been associated with Major W.C. Ocker while’the latter was stationed at 
Brooks Field in the ex.eriments concerning this nev type of flying. Lieut. 
Gilkey, instructor in the blind flying course at Erooks Field, recently accom- 

panied Lieut.-Col. H.B. Clagett, Commanding Officer of that field, as an emer- 

gency pilot when the latter successfully accomplished his "examination" blind 

flight to Cammbellton, Texas, and return. Lieut. Rogers is another officer 

who is giving much of his time to the develovment of this new tyve of flying. 
-~~006--~" 





SHARPENING THz SHOOTING EYE AT LANGLEY FIELD 


The long lost art-:of »ey,ering the target with a Lewis flexible gun ‘seems 
to have been discovéred at Langley Field, Va. Lieut. Robert T. Cronau,Armament 
Officer of the 20th Pombardment Squadron, came to Langley Field from Panama 
with his head full of ideas, and he immediately mt them into overation, with 
the result that the 20th Scuadron turned in scores that were 100 ercent better 
than any >revious ones. ‘ajor Dargue did not hesitate to hint gently | that the 
other scuadrons ‘of the 2nd Bombardment Group could improve, and suggested that 
they look into the metiiods of the 20th Sqvadron. The result was a big improve- 
ment in every one's score. ‘The most indortant of Lieut. Cronau's innovations 
was the issuance of a Levis ~un to each officer. ‘They were then given instruc~ 
tions in vere sightin> and @ach man checlzed Ww) on his om gun. 

Major Dargue, Commanding Officer ofthe 2nd Bombardmeat Grown, has been 
making a creat drive to have this orzanizetion qualify as- expert bombers one 
hundred »ercent strong. ‘there have been all kinds of confabs and lectures by 
experts on how to hit the bullseye. All of the squadrons are working hard to 
qualify the largest umber, and some real scores are expected when the record 
bombing takes nlace. = = ~~ : 

~--000-~~ 


Stencil U-938, the »samohlet entitled "The Air Cores - What it is and what 
it does," hag been revised and. is now uw>to-date. It will be distributed gratis 
upon reqvest of the Information Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corns. 
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SCCTT FILLD PILOT RUCHIVES DECORATION 


An Air Corss Reserve ofiicer on extended active cuty with the 15th Observa- 
tion Scuadron at Scott Field, Zelleville, I1l., is now wearin:: the new medal re- 
cently designed for the silots of that field. The medal, which is a re lica 
of the 15th Squadron insignia, with a-.ro»oriate changes, was awarded to thés 
officer at an Officers' Club dance held recently. Prover ceremonies accomanied 
the »resentation. . : 

The act for which the Lieutenant was decorated occurred during his return 
from a cross-country flight to Muskogee, Oklahoma. Mot long after leaving Hat 

x Field, he claims he lost his ma» overboard but, knowing the general direc- 
tion of the Mississinzi River, he: edged tovard the east and finally reached the 
river. After following the river to the junction of the Ohio, he bravely set 
sail along the latter, After about an hour, the Lieutenant decided he must be 
near St. Louis, and when he failed to find this »rominent land mark he suddenly 
realized his error in rivers. He returned dowm the Ohio and had again just 
reached the junction with the Mississioxi, when his gas suno.ly failed and he 
was forced to land at Cairo, Ill. It being too late to. continue his flight, 
the Lieutenant 20st .oned the journey uw» the Mississinni until the following 
morning, and then failed to sli» into Scott Field unnoticed, as there was a 
large delegation »resent to listen to the alibi. He claims one consolation - 
the belief that the next winner to be decorated with the medal will be along 
in the near future. : 

---~-000--~ 


CONSPICUOUSLY FW DESERTIONS AT zROCKS FIELD 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, of a size larger than many regimental 
yosts of the service, anc as large as some brigade »nosts, with 850 enlisted men, 
140 officers, and about 200 student officers, has had out one desertion in 
Jamuary, none in December, and in months »revious to that an average of only 
one, at intervals. However, it is a marked fact that the boys themselves are 
reluctant to s».eak concerning either »romotions or desertions, maintaining a 
becoming modesty concerning the former and a regretful attitude regarding the 
latter. Squadron Commanders relate that, generally sneaking, men of their or- 
ganizations »ossess more than the ordinary »ride in their res»ective "outfits," 
and that the majority are striving to maintain the high standards every Squad~ 
ron has attained. 


---000--- 
COMMENDATION FOR SCOTT FIELD METEOROLOGICAL SECTION 


Major-General George S. Gibdbs, Chief Signal Officer of the Army, ina 
letter to the Signal Officer, Sixth Corss Area, has commended the Meteorological 
Section of Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., for the excellence of its work during 
the year 1930; (General Gibbs lists the Scott Field section as the best of the 
55 meteorological sections for the 1930 year. 

The letter states that all the sections have been checked for accuracy, 
neatness and adherence to requirements in the revorts submitted for the year. 
The second paragrazh of the letter gives the conclusions brought out by the 
check, and is as follows; "This check brings out the fact that of all reports 
received from meteorological stations, those received from the meteorological 
section at Scott Field are consistently the most comslete, accurate and satis- 
factory. These revorts show that mich care has been exercised at Scott Field 
throuzgnout the year to make the meteorological work of the Army accurate and 
denendable," : _— 

The third paragrazvh of the letter commends the individual men of the sec~ - 
tion for their close attention to duty and the care in making the renorts and 
verformance of meteorological work. The »ersonnel of the section is: Staff 
Sergeant William F. Bornheisel, Private lst Class Otis L. Dixon, and Privates 
Ralph W. Alverson, Sanmel. R. Jones and Stevhen R, Tell. First Lieut. Harold F. 
Hubbell, Signal Corns, is in charge of the section. 

-~-900--— | ‘ 

A very welcome addition to Maxwell Field, Ale., in the line of utilities is 
the item of natural gas. The field wives were connected the first week in Janv- 
ary, and all homes, rters, barracks, etc., have deen equitxed with gas heat- 
This does away with the electric ranges and gives a mich more economical fuel, 


and, of course, is mich 'suverior to coal. 
ae an V-6119, A.C. 
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PICKS UP MTL FROI 





¥ OF BUILOING 






An exnerimentel flicht to rove the feasibility of ricking w> inail 
from the roof of a building br airshi and delivering it to a steamer at 
sea without necessitating the landing of the shi» or interfering with the 
orogress of the steamer was made recently by Lieut. Ym. J. McCracken and 
Master Sergeent Miller, of the 19th Airshi» Commany, Langley Field, Va. 

The ex»veriment -roved a decided success and, although the feat has 
been »erformed before, it was under mmch more favorable concitions than’ 
those which »revailed in this instance. The mail was -icked wo from the 
roof of the Post Office in New ort Nevis, Va., and delivered to the Steamer 
"Anaconda" off Case Henry. Several attemmts to rick uw» the mail were ne- 
cessary before one »roved successful, due to the obstacles in the hisher 
buildings close by and a stron ;crdsa wind ape at the time, making 
it necessary to "crab" across the "target. 

The ecuiwment on the roof of the Post Cffice consisted of tro wortents 
fifteen feet high and avout sixteen feet anart to which the mail was lashed 
by means of a rove loon. Part = the loo» was stretched taut across the 
to» of the unricghts, and as the shiv maneuvered lot over the loo» the mail 
tas yicked wo by lowering a grab hook from the car of the shi>. 

This was the most difficult »art of the feat, as it was a simple matter 
to fly low over the steamer, idle the motors and lower the mail on the deck. 
On the following day this feat was reveated by Lieut. McCracken and 
Sergeant Miller without difficclty under more favorable weather conditions. 
---000---- 


NEVS FROM MATHER FIELD 


At the »resent time Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., is the scene of 
intense activity. "Between the whirl of administrative cuties in the daytime 
and the social whirl at nicht," says the News Letter Corres ,ondent, "we heave 
been in more or less of a flat.s»in since our arrival. But now that the new 
Governor has been safely inauzurated, we will settle dorn to a season of 
hard work and get in sha e for the maneuvers in the Sorins. 

A word as to orgenizction - the 77th Pursuit Squadron, Lieut. 7.z. 
Richards, commanding; and the 55th Pursuit Squadron, Lieut. Clarence i. 
Crumrine, commanding, make w) our fighting units. The 80th Service Squadron, 
Cantain J.M. Clark, commanding, kee»s them in the air. ‘Te have not decided 
on an insignia as yet. One suggestion, illustrative of certain social func- 
tions at the field, did not meet with mech favor from a »articular squadron. 

Those who were here last Soring for the Maneuvers know of the aduirable 
situation of the field. It is in the center of the area that brought all 
the »ros vectors out here in the rush of '49. In fact, there are some half 
dozen gold dredges at work day and night vithin a mile from the field. They 
dig up the smooth landscane and disgorge it after them in a creat long ile 
that looks for all the world like a hage snake from the air. Let's hove 
their ametites do not become too great, or we may find our airdrome some 
mornin:; turned into a rock -yile. 

We are well situated with regard to the »nrevailinge weather conditions. 
Many are the mornings when there is a fog all about the countryside, yet the 
field is u» high enough to be just out of it. Several times shins from 
Crissy Field have been unable to return there after a morning's mission, so 
have dro:ned in et Mather for lunch, nomgening to their nae station in the 
afternoon. 

At the present time there are only a few quarters on the post, only 
four officers and their families being quartered there. However, the rents 
in Sacramento are reasonable and those of us who live in tow are well 
pleased, 

There are now ax>roximately 350 enlisted men and 20 sfficers stationed 
here, but the shins are in the minority. However, there has been so mich to 
do in the way of organization that the lack of flying has not been keenly 
felt. New arrivals of both shixs and men are rezorting almost daily, so that 
it won't be long now. Recently, six »ilots were flovm to Merch Field and 
successfully ferricd six DH's baclz to the field. It seems that the good old 
Shins are going begging at the schools now, so we have grabbed off our share 

for various sorts of flying missions. On the return of these »ilots and 
the Transport, a trip was made to Rockwell Field to secure six P-12B's which 
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were formerly used at Selfridge Field. ly j.arch lst we should have about 
30 of them, as they are being sent through tie Air Devot for overhaul as 
ravidly as 0ssible. The Boeing Air Trans»,ort is still using ether Field 

for its Sacramento teiminel, so thet tith the mail Janes and DH's »loxying 

in at all hours the field is beginnin;, to look ou lite “ros .erous. 

Sacramento is doin; quite well by us in the sociel line. There never is 
a shindig of any kind that the »ost is not invited to atienad. The officers 
have been given free me:uvershiy in all the social clubs anc country clubs 
that count hereabouts. Usually the greeting only lasts a week or so, but not 
so Sacresmento - after three months we still believe there is a Santa Claus. 

The hunting in this »art of the State is excellent. All one has to do is 
go out for a while on an afternoon and shoot one's limit on sniné, duck or 
goose and return for swyer. In the meantime the family has been picking 

mushrooms out on the field, ana with such cooreration a very good meal can be 
ae most any time. 

Dering the holidays several of cur eakinnio: namely, Major Tinker, Lieuts. 
Saville, Roth, Kelsey and Kraft, were invited on a bear hunt in the vicinity 
of Sequoia National Parts. In mexing the journey amoi.e »rovision was made to 
take care of the svoils of this big gene hunt. Howover, the hunters encount- 
ered great hardships, the primitive outdoor life being almost too mech for 
them. It seems that the hot weter srstom in the camp vas a bit out of order, 
ana they vere forced to slee» on feather beds. After tramming over most of | 
the mountains of Southern California, they returned with nothing more to show 
than a week's beard." 

, ---000--- 


NO CHINEY ATARD FOR 1930 


Although recognizing the vorth of the several instances of heroic con- | 
duct on the nart of the Air Corzs flyers during the »ast year, the Board of 
Officers which considers reco:amendations for avards end trovhies in the Air 
Corns, reached the decision that the Cheney Avard for 1950 should not be 
made, but that the award fund be maintained in the custody of the trustee. 
This award, given each year for the most outstending act of valor, extreme 
fortitude or self~sacrifice in a hunanitarian interest, carries with it a 
cash consideration of $500. ‘The Chene.~ Avard is most highly »rized by Air 
Corps Regular or Reserve Officers and enlisted men eligible to receive it. 

In ayoroving the recommencations of the Loard, Major-General James E. 
Fechet, Chief of the Air Coryzs, stated. in effect, that so high a standard 
of heroic self-sacrifice had been set by the three »revious winners of the 
Award tnat the Board of Awerds was of the osinion that it should not be 
chearened by being . given . for any wut a highly meritorious act.. He de- 
clared that several heroic acts were performed during 1930 by members of the 
Air Corps, which have deen suitably recoznized by othex awards or citations, 
but just because the Cheney Avard was available for »vresentation was no 
cause for granting it without considering the high ~uwroose for which it was 
established. 

The Cheney Award was pape omersitie in memory cf lst Lieut. William H. 
Cheney, Air Service, who was killed in an air collision at Fogzia, Italy, on 
January 20, 1918. The donors are iirs. Mary L. Scofield of Peterboro, N.H., 
and Mrs. Ruth Cheney Streeter, Morristown, N.J., mother and sister, resnective- 
ly, of Lieut. Cheney. . 

Three members of the Air Corns »reviously received this Avard,—- Master 
Sergeagjt Harry Chapman in 1927 for cons»icuous bravery in the Airshiv "Roma" 
disaster which occurred. in February, 1921; Lieut. Uzal G. Int, Air Cor ns, in. 
1928, for his heroism Guring the National Elimination Balloon Race; and Lieut. 
Wm. A. Matheny, Air Corps, in 1929, for valor during an air>lane crash in 
Nicaragua. Lieut. int was aide to Lieut. Paul Evert, >ilot of the Army 
Balloon, and when it was strucs by lightning, Lieut. Evert was killed and the 
balloon caught fire. Instead of jum>ing with his varacimte, Lieut. int re- 
mained in the burning balloon, endeavoring to revive his comoanion, des rite 
the danger of the balloon exploding at any- moment. Lieut. Matheny vas »ilot 
and Lieut. Dwight Canfield co--yilot in a bombing plane which they were flying 
to Panama. Forced down in the Nicaraguan jungles, the lane crashed and 
caught fire. Lieut. Canfield, stunned and ‘unable to move from the vicinity 


of the burning :lane, was rescued by Lieut. Matheny, who rushed into the 
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flames and dragged him away from his verilous >osition. 
Although the income from the trust fund exceeds $500.00 ner year, which 
is the amount of the cash avard, the remainder, includinz the unallotted sun 
for 1950, is xlaced in a sirxing fund for sxossible use in the event more than 
a Single individual is recomnendec for the award. . 

~-~000--— 


ZALLOON DESTROYED IN PURSUIT PROBLEM 


The Air Corrs Tactical School, Langley Fielc, Va., conducted a Pursuit 
flying »robdlem on the afternoon of January 16th, involving the cestruction of 
@ cantive balloon by fragnentation bombs dro'x,ed from P~12 airolanes. A ->ro- 
visional squadron took off with three »lanes in the assault flight, three in 
the sux ort. and six in the reserve. The lanes attacized singly, droy.ing the 
bombs at the balloon which was flying at about 2,000 feet. The balloon vas 
brought down in flames. Lieut. G. A. McHenry drowned the fatal bomb. 
-~--000-—-~ 


STRUCTION ACTIVITISS AT MAXVELL FICLD 





The »revonderant activity at Maxwell Field at the resent time is in the 

line of construction work. Work was bezun on a léc—-man Air Corrs Barracizs rith 
terrazo floors in kitchen, »antry and storeroom. Linoleum flooring will be 
used in squad and day rooms. The building will also be ecuiynea vith steel wall 
lockers. The contract was bid in at $43,900, and calls for comletion by 
Sertember, 1951, 

The Hodzson-Jones Construction Cormany of Montgomery, Alabama, is at work 
on the construction of the Post Headquarters, Qvserations and Parachute Build- 
ing. This is also to be eouired vith linoleum floors and steel lockers. ‘The 
bid was $58,881.00, and the contract calls for completion by June, 1931. 

The tactical school building has reached a stege of wractical completion, 
the roof being on and work being begun on the interior. 

The contract for the construction of the Quartermaster Garage, Warehouse, 
Maintenance ‘Sho-) Building and the Air Corxs Paint, Oil and Dove House was 
awarded to the Smith-Péw Comany, of Atlanta, Ge., for $81,890.00, and will be 
completed by August of this year. 

Excavation has been completed and actual construction begun on nine double 
sets of Noncommissioned Officers quarters. | 

A new double track reilroad siding has been rushed to comsletion and is 
ready for use. 

Bids will be ovened February 17th for construction of one Air Corns 
Warehouse, one Air Cor:s Machine Sho» and one Air Corzs Assembly Sho, the es-. 
timated cost of these buildings, with all utilities being $75,000. Wo bids 
will be considered which conten:mlate comoletion at.a later date than August 
1, 1931. 

Bids will be o»ened February <9th for the construction of one Hos ital 
and Detachment barracks, one Fire and. Guard House and one Pest Exchange, at an 
estimated cost of $135,000. 

“ork is already in »rogress on the erection of four steel hangars, size 
110 by 220 feet, and the completion thereof is exnected before the sumer. 

---000-—— 


MAXV ELL FIELD OFFICERS. STUDY FUNCTIONS. OF OTHER BRANCHES 


, ‘ 
_ An interesting hase of work at Maxwell Field, Ala., is the exchange of . 
officers with organizations of the other oranches. This is easily accom lished 
by ‘two-vee's ~eriods of detached service at Forts Benning, Oglethorze and 
Barrancas. On Jan. léth, Lieuts. Joe A. Anderson, Laurence A. Duncan and 
Charles Leitner went to Benning for duty with the Tenks, Artillery amd Infantry, 
resnectively. In exchange, the officers coming over from there were Lieuts. 
C.B. Irvin, T.J. Morgan anc 3-H. Gans,’ all of the Infantry. Upon comletion of 
this tour, Lievts. C.i, Smith, Wm. 3. Clements and Ashby Toulmin, of Maxwell, 
went over in excuange for Lieuts. Herschel Baker, A.A. Goodwyn and Fred Pearson. 
These two-week »veriods are eagerly sought by officers from toth »osts, giv- 
ing Ae it does an insight into the work of the other branches. It also »rovides 
& diversion from the refular routine of duty. A sidelight on this is the re- 
quirement that each officer from Waxwéll kee» a diary of his two weeks and sub- 
mit it to the Commanding Officer on his-réturn. ‘These »rove quite interesting. 
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EXTENSION OF TELETY& SHRVICu FOR THE Sometine -ago-an omortunity was 
ATR CORPS .- or | efforded the Army Air: Coris to avail 
By Cavtain Harold ii. NeCleLland 5 itself of an imoroved means for the 
collection and dissenination of - ° 
weather information. At that time 
the Aeroneutics Branch of the Denartment of Colmerce undertook to install 
teletype service between Richmond, Va., and Eoston, Mess. The folloving sta- 
tions were included; Richmond and Cuantico, Va.;. Baltimore, Mds; Camden, 
Trenton and Newark, N.dJ.; Armonk, Mew York;. bethany and Hartford, Conn.; 
Stafford Sorings and Rostcn, Mass. To comolete this circuit and fill in the 
gaos, en-offer was made to include Eolling Field, Aberdeen and Mitchel Field, 
in return for the furnishing of weather observations at these Air Cor?s sta-- 
tions. This was done, and there were hourly revsorts available throughout each 
24 hours of the day. 

This service >roved so satisfactory that the line ras subsequently ‘extend- 
ed south through Greensboro, W.C.,-ana Svartanourg,:S.C., to SEROTEMs Ge.., in- 
cluding a nunber of intermeciate observation »oints. : 

At Newark, N.J., this "long line" connects with the Tommerce Pantanal 
"long line" westward through Bellefonte, Pa., and Cleveland, Ohio, to Chicago. 
It is therefore »ossible at Eolling Field and Aberdeen to obtain weather re- 
yorts between Nevark a and Chicaso wien recuest to Newark, while this information 
is alweys available at Mitchel Field. 

At about the same time, arrangements were made to include a receiving. ' 
machine at Fairfield, -Ohio, ina *long. line". betvoen Cleveland, Ohio, and Si. 


_ Louis, Mo., which ran through Columbus, Fairfield and Cincinnati, Ohio; 


Lovisville, Ky.; Indian arolis and Yerre Haute, Ind., anc Vandalia, ifo., to 

St. Louis. This made availavle.at Fairfiela hourly westher revorts throughout 
the miadle west, for these "long lines" intersected others ranning, north and 
south anu east and west throuzh the wer ilississij oi Velley. 

The above service was furnished the Air Coros at ».ractically no. cost. 
throusn the excellent cooreration existing between the Aeronautics Branch of the 
Derartment of Commerce and the Office of the Chief of the Air Coros. Realizing, 
however, that an ayoreciable extension of this valuable aid to our flying acti- 
vities could not be ezecteca at the same low cost, and foreseeing the day when 
such extension would be required, an effort was made to obtain additional 
funds to accom lish this -mroose. This efrort being successful, funds for in- 
creasins; the teletyne scrvice became availatle this year. In the meantime, 
through the assistance of the Signal Corns, it was founa nossible to »rovide 
sti aie telety.e machines for Crissy, March ana Rociwell Fields in California, 
thereby including them in a very comslete telety»xe system covering the Pacific 
Coast from San Diego to San Franciscc, and running. east from the latter »oint 
through Sacramento and elong the airway overated by the Boeing Air Trans ort. 

Working closely with the Decarimeat of Commerce and the Signal Cords, ar- 
rengements were: just comsleted for very consicerable extensions of teletyne 
service for the Air Corns, which in each instance connect uw) with circuits of 
the De»vartment of Commerce so as to male available to various Air Cor ys:activi- 
ties the enormous amount of weather.information being collected all over the 
country. 

Oraers have been »laced for the following installations: 

To complete the service cn the Atlaatic Coast, Fort Wright, on Fisher's 
Island, that "thick snot" on the Mitchel Field ~- Boston airway, has been in- 
cluded in the Richmond to. Boston circuit. 

Micdletown, Pa., has been included in the new circuits: New York to 
St. Louis, through Pittsburgh, and Washington to Pittsburch. 

Langley Field has been included in:a "switch line," which is shared. by 
the Navy at Norfolk, Va., which connects to the Atlanta to Boston “long line" 


at Richmond. It is ex:ected that, beginning next July, this line will be 


changed so as to connect vith the "long line" at Bolling Field. At Langley - 
Fielc weather revorts will then not only be available over the Atlanta- Boston 
route, but also along the Washington.to Pittsburgh airvay. 

Burg sess Field at Uniontown, Pe., has been «wt on a "switch line," which 
connects at Pittsoursh, Pa., with the New York - St. Lovis and Washington - 
Pittsourgh lines. lany »oints on the Washington - Dayton airwey will make 


hourly weather renorts, and these will be available at all eastern stations. 


Transmitting eouinment has-been added to comlete the teletype service at 
Fairfield, Ohio, where a receiving machine’ is elready in-use. 
Selfridge Field, Michigan, has been put on the Detroit "switch line." This 
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line connects ‘rith the transcontinental line from Nev York to San Francisco. 
The latter connects with lines going south through the middle west from 
Cleveland and Chicago, and northeast from Cleveland, through Buffalo, ana 
Albany, W.Y. 

Hensley Field,the new Air Coris Intermediate Landing Field at Dallas, 
Texas, whic is a xart of the Air Corps Southwestern Airways System, has been 
inclucsdu ina "short line" between Fort Worth and Dallas, Texas. Fort Vorth 
receives by telegraph a vast number of weather revorts from voints scattered 
all over Texas and Oklahoma. ‘These will be -ut on the teletyne line to Hensley 
Field and Love Field, and Hensley Field can relay them to Air Corys stations in 
the Radio Net of the Southwestern Airways. 

On the west coast transmitting equivment has been »rovided for Rockwell 
Field, March Field and Crissy Field, where receiving equipment has been avail- 
able fcr some time; and both transmitting and receiving equipment’ has been 
~rovided for the Air Coros Reserve Airdrome at Sand Point, Washington, on the 
Seattle "Switch Line." 

In addition to »roviding weather revorts, the above facilities may be . 
utilized, together with the facilities maintained by the Aeronautics Branch 
of the Denartment of Commerce, for the transmission of arrival and de varture 
messages on the movement of Army aircraft where radio facilities are not avail- 

' able or when, by reason cf infrequent . schedules or time consumed due to the 
necessity for relaying, considerable delay oO? ‘inkssages will result. 

In this connection, the following, vhich arears in »aragrazh II of | 
Instruction Bulletin D-6, Suwa .lement No. 1, issued by the Aeronautics Branch and 
effective December 30, 1930, and vhich is contained on nage 404 of Air Conmerce 
Bulletin No. 15, February 2, 1931, is of interest: —e. 

"Movement messages of aircraft owned by the Government shall be acceted 
if such messages are destined to »oints on communication circuits of the 
Aeronautics Branch." ; | 

Air Coros -ilots should make the maximum use of this additional service. 
They should familiarize themselves with the facilities of the Devartment of 
Commerce, which are listed from time to time in the Air Commerce Zulletin, 
issued semi-monthly and available at all Air Corys stations, and should know 
the location of ovservation stations on the teletype lines in the vicinity of 
their stations. 

Some Air Cor»s stations, where telety».e service has been in use, have in- 
stalled olackboards in the Onerations Office on which are »osted the hourly 
weather information,. segregated by routes, so that the weather over any route 
may be seen at a glance. 

It is believed that the teletyne, or automatic telegranh-tynewriter, as it 
is sometimes called, vill »rove to be extremely useful to the Air Coros. Funds 
are not available for ».roviding all stations with this equivment, consequently 
the use made of the resent installations will be watched for a sufficient _ 

period of time to determine if greater service would result if these facilities 
were moved to some stations not now equi-yed. 
---000--= 







































































.A.C.A. REPRESENTATIVE TALKS ON AVIATION IN EUROPE 


Mr. John J. Ide, reoresentative in Eurone of the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics, and Dr. G. W. Levis, Director of Aeronautical Research of that 
Bureau, were guests of the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on 
January 2drd. lr. Ide save his usual tal to the technical ~»ersonnel of Wright 
Field, discussing the trend of aviation develonments during the ast year in 
Europe, as shorm at the Paris Air Exhibition. He stated that new trans ort 
olanes were, in the majority of instances, high wing mono»lanes, of single-engine 
tyne, and that all-metal and metal construction with fabric coverinz were used 
increasingly over »ast years. He brought. out s»vecial characteristics of the 
military airolanes as emmhasized by the various foreign governments. Mr. Ide 
illustrated his }Jecture with lantern slides. 

o~—~900-—— 

The first of the new radio receivers for the Air Corms reached the First 
fursuit Grou» recently, and they will be installed in P-12C airolanes as rapidly 
as »2ossible. The First Pursuit Grow exnects to be in a position to use this 
method of communication during the coming maneuvers. : 
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LIEUT. LANIER QUALIFIES AS SPRINTING cHAMPTON 


According to the News Letter Corressondent from Fort Grockett; Galvoston, 
Texas, Lieut. Jack Lanier, recently of the Third Attack Group and at the >res- 
ent time on an inactive status, considers himself lucky to be alive after an 
ex.erience at the Grows's duck camp which almost cost him his life. At first 
it was thought that maybe Jack had just gotten into a flat sain and wasn't 
responsible. But liejor Davenzort Johnson, Commanding Officer of the Groun, 
investigated the tale and vouches for its authenticity. We'll let our hero 
tell the story'in his oi words: | . me. | 

"I arrived at the ranch on Friday afternoon for a goose hunt. I found 
the caretakers, brothers, very hos vitable, notvithstanding the fact that 
neither had shaved or had a comb in their hair in over two years. Then came 
Saturday night. About 8:00 .m., the younger boy (about 27 years of age) - 
went out to chop some wood. ‘The other one, about 31 years old, came over and ~ 
sat beside me on my bunk and said: "Would you like to make some money tonight?" 
Naturally, one would look at him sort of curiously, being out on an island 
five miles from.the mainland and eighteen miles to the next ranch house and 
not a'single teley»hone on the, island. And, curiosity getting the best of me, 

I said; "How?" . ; _ 

"Oh," he said, "I control the stock market from here." 

Well, I at least had the satisfaction of knowing what the score was. 
About that time the other brother came in with the wood, and as everything 
seemed all right, we went to bed. At about 12:30, the screwey one got up and 
built'a fire in the stove. I heard. him say to his brother - i sicaieems of 
these aviators snore like hogs. The no good so and so's!" ’ 

Not caring mich vhat he thought, I went sack to slee>. About 3:30 a.m, . 
he came over to my bunk and -shook me by the arm, saying: "Get un!:. Get uo!" 

On awakening I askad what's the matter, as I noticed he had lighted the 
lamp. He said: ."There's a Greek in the house exd I'm going to kill him." 

Putting two and two together. and seeing him standing by my bed with a 
pum gun in his hand, I figured it would be good "tactics" to get up. I 
think the word "Tactics" is the vrover one to use, since the Tactical School 
at Langley defines Tactics as the evolution of armed forces withis’ the field 
of battle. © 

As I.arose, he said: "I am going to ill : dakenaie on the island, ‘and I'm 
going to kill you first." Pr 

With that he; put the gun in my face. Well, right here is where business 
began to nick up. Just as I wshed the gun to one side he pulled the trigger 
and the gun fired by the side of my face. At the same instant I noticed his 
brother stretched out on the floor with his face bleeding, ayoarently. dead. 
This started what was really a tussle fur one ‘sump gun, com lete, with handle © 
and lmobs. After a few minutes I succeeded in getting the gun. As I did, he 
said: "I'll get another one to kill you withi" 

Being a great believer in the old saying that self »reservation is the 
first law of mankind, I pumped a new shell in the chamber end raised the gun 
as he reached in a box where I knew there was a six gun. Just as I was ready 
to shoot, the brother on the floor came to and cried: "Don't hurt: him; he's 
demented and don't mean anything." 

Not wanting to mrt anyone demented, I decided to change from Tactics to 
Strategy and got out of the field of battle. .So I took off across the »rairie 
barefooted. Cactus, sandourrs and oyster shells wore no handicap. After 
running a counle of huncred yards, I thoug cht I was far enough, as it was a 
real black night with no stars or moon. About, that time I imagined I heard a 
noise behind me. The next three hundred yards is where the running really 
took place. I was slee ving in a leather G.I. flying suit,’ and that is all 
that kent me from freezing waile I svent the rest of the night in a thicket. 
The next morning, one nilot and an A-33 migrated. 

~--000--— 


GENERAL WINANS INSPECTS FORT CROCKETT 
Major-General Edwin B. Vinans, U.S.A., Commanding the 8th Corvs Area, ac- 


companied by his Aide-de-camp, Capt, Loren, ‘F. Parmley, Cavalry, insnected Fort 


Crockett on January 6th. A.2?-shiv formation was flow for the visitors, with 
demonstrations of Attack flying. "It was a svectacular demonstration," Gen. 
Winans said. "I was impressed with the accuracy of the nilots and also their 


Obvious daring." 
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ENLISTED PILOTS IN TH# ATR CORPS 


The munber of rated s.ilots among the enlisted »ersonnel of the Air Corps 
is steadily dwindling, the roster as of Decemver 31, 1930, showing only 30 


names. 


Of these enlisted »ilots, all of hom exce nt two are noncomnissioned 


officers, 15 are rated as Airolene Pilots, 6 as Junior Airvlane Pilots, 7 as 


Airshi» Pilots and 2 as Junior Airshiv Pilots. 


as follews;: 


John L. 
Paul B,. 
Ezra F. 


Waugh 
Jacizson 
Nendell 
Douglas M. Swisher 
Chester W, Kolinski 
James A. Lee 
Edward 4, Hrown 
Chester F. Colby 
Peter C. Biesiot 
Bernard Wallace 
Boyd R. Ertwine 
Samel M. Turner 
Stewa-t C. Smink 
Samel J. Davis 
Cecil B. Guile 


Conrad L. 0! Briant 
Fredkx. H, Wilson 
Joe Grant 

Maurice B, Riherd 
Carleton P. Smith 
Leslie L. Wells 


Albert C. Gamble 
Jemes C. Richardson 
Josenh F. Murray 
Arvin E. Miller 
Ronald HE. Short 
Olin Brown 

James E, Hunton 


William J. Bennett 
Josexh J. Bishon 


AIRPLANES PILOTS 


Master Set. 
Tech. Set. 
Master Set. 
Sgt. (A.M. ) 
Master Sgt. 
Tech. Set. 
Private 
Master Set. 
Master Szt. 
Master Set. 
Master Sgt. 
Tech. Set. 


‘Master Sgt. 


Mastor Sgt. 
Tech. Sgt. 
JUNIOR 
Master: Sst. 
Cororal 
Master Set. 
Private 
Master Set. 
Master Set. 


Master Set. 
Sct. (A.M. ) 
Staff Sst. 
Master Set. 
Tech. Sgt. 
Master Set. 
Tech. Szt. 


46th School Scuadron 
A.C.Technical Schoal 
4&.C.Technical School 
£.0.Technical School 
Jlst Obs. Squadron 
12th Obs. Scuadron 
38th Ovs. Scuadron 
88th Obs. Sowadron 
45rd §$chool Sadn. 
o9th School Sada. 
54th School Sadun. 
lst Obs. Squacron 
49th Bomb.Sadn. 
15th Obs. Squadron 
15th Obs. Squacron 
AIRPLANE PILOTS ° 
40th School Scdn. 
99th Ons. Scuadron 
28th Bomb. Squadron 
e8th Bomb. Squadron 
ord Pursuit Scuadron 
llth Bomb. Sodn. 
AIRSHIP PILOTS 
end Balloon Comany 
end salloon Commany 
lst Balloon Cormany 
19th Airshi-> Co. 
19th Airshi+y Co. 
e4th Airship Co. 
ev7tn Pursuit Sada.. 


JUNIOR AIRSHIP PILOTS 
Master. Set., 19th Airshi»> Comany 


Master Set. 


9th Airshiv Comoany 
~--000-~= 


Their names are ~iven below, 


Brooks Field, Texas, 
Chanute Field, Ill. 
Chanute Field, Ill. 
Chanute Field, Ill. 
Crissy Fiela, Calif. 
Ft.Sain Houston, Texas. 
Fort Sill, Qxla. 
Fort Sill, Q:la. 
Kelly Field, Texas. 
Kelly Field, Texas. 
Mareh Field, Calif. 
Mitchel Field, 3.Y. 
Phillins Fiel«, Md. 
Scott Field, Ill. - 
Scott Field, Ill. 


Det. Service, Cuba. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Phili>s.ines 
Philivoines | 
Philissines. ' 
Rockwell Fielc,Calif. 


Fort Bragg, .C. 


Fort Brass, N.C. 
Fort Sill, Okla. 


_Lanzley Field, Va. 


Langley Field, Ve. 
Scott Field, Ill. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 


Langley Ficld, Va. 
Scott Field, Ill. 


NARROW ZSCAPE FOR TWO BROOKS FIELD OFFICERS 


Electrical trouble in the insulation of their D.H. »lane develo»ning sudden- 
ly and without warning almost »roved the deaths of two Brooks Field officers, 
Major C. E. Baker, Surgeon, and Lieut. Richard %. Cobb, Swxoly Officer, 52nd 
School Squadron, on Saturday, Jamuary 18th, as the two officers were making a 
cross-country flight from Brooks Field to Matagorda Island for the weelz end, 

Smoke pouring from the overheated insulation wiring first geve indication 
of serious mechanical trouble, and Lieut. Cobb, the »ilot, hastened to land. 
Blinded and almost overcome by smoke, however, he was unable to male a rover 
landing, and the airolane crashed to the zround, rendering his passenger and 
To azgrevate a situation already »recarious, the gasoline 
tank developed a leak shortly efter the »lane had landed. 

When Major Baker and Lieut. Cobb regained consciousness, they found that 
had another five minutes elansed, they would have become tranned in the flames 


himself unconscious. 


that coumletely consumed the airolane. 
forehead, and Lieut. Cobb a wrenched back. 


Major Baker sistained a badly lacerated 
Officers of Brooks Field who investi- 


gated the accident were unable to determine the source of the electrical trouble, 


wma 0 0—-e0 


Mitchel Field welcomed with oven arms Lieut. Max W. Balfour, Air Corns, who 
just returned to duty after almost two years s»ent in Walter Reed Hosital as a 
result of an airplane crash. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIZS: OF SCOTT FIELD 


Revorts- and data on the »hotograxhic mission in the Northern Peninsula of 
Michigan for the Geological Survey, vhich was »verformed last summer by the 2lst 
Photo Section, Scott Field, have been compiled eeneiend and the »roject has now 
been listed as finished. 

The project was carried out under very adverse conditions, particularly as 
to weather, and lasted from May 16th to October 30th. The location of the area 
to be photogranhed, with Lake Sunerior on the Worth and Leke Michigan on the 
South, was conducive to considerable cloudiness. Juring the entire »roject 
there were only 12 drys Guring which there were no clouds over the area, On 
14 other days conditi»ns were such that full time work was not vossible. In 
addition to the clouds, there were numerous forest fires which rendered visi- 
bility so poor that it wes almost imoossible to fly the course necessary for 
shotogranhic work. The smoke also obscured a considerable »ortion of the 
territory to be taken, 

The xhotograxhnic team for this mission, lst Lieut. Willis R. — and 
Master Sergeant Nicolgs G. Lows, were accommenied by Sergeant Josevh C. 
McCullough, mechanic. “The first base was established at Seult Ste. Marie, Mich., 
on May 17th. On July 13th a chanze was made to Blaney, Mich- The first plane 
to be used was an 02H, but in July one of the new Yairvhiid yhotogra hic 
planes was made avaiable, and from then on the worls proceeded more satisfacto- 
rily and with considerably more comfort durin,, the flights at 14,000 feet 
altitude. This plane was mounted on floats and flovn frum the numerous lakes 
in the area, It was found imoractical to use Lakes Suverior and Michigan, 
because of the winds and rough water which *revailed a considerable part of the 
time, 

Originally it vas ontunsintes that the total area to be »xhotographed would 
be 5,500 square miles, but,due to the many difficulties and delays encountered, 
the project was called off when a total of 2826 square miles had been completed. 
As a result of this mission, it vas recommended that in future vhotogranhic mis- 
sions,in a locality where adverse weather conditions are to be ex»ected, two 
planes be assigned to the job in the bélief. that this would lessen the cost of 
the project and prohably: insure its comoletion, 

Another difficu.ty which was exnerienced was the inability to secure 
proper flight maps. It was found that both the magnetic and earth inductor com- 
passes were very variable in this area, and in flying 50-mile strips the error 
was too great for photograyhic yursoses. It was believed that this error was 
caused by the large iron denosits tn the area. lMumerous retakes were made 
necessary for these causes and this both delayed and increased the cost of the 
project. 

In the revort the cost of the entire »roject to the Geological Survey was 
listed at $8,452.33, - This included only the ex .enses of the personnel, the 
cost of materials used, revairs to equirment, and the cost of labor in connec~ 
tien with the develoning and >rinting. Therewere 62 rolls af film ex o0sed, 
from which 4062 negatives were used and five prints of each furnished the 
Geological Survey. 

2-2000--— | 

Another 3,000-square mile »shotogranxhic >roject was recently assigned to 
the 2lst Photo Section, Scott Field, and it is ex»rected that lst Lieut. Willis 
R. Tayler, pilot; Master Sergeant Nicolas G. Lowxes, »hotorranher; and Sergeant 
Joseph C. McCullough, mechanic, will leave shortly to begin work thereon, 

The first area to be talen is in Louisiana on the east side of the 
Mississippi River, from Baton Rouge to the Alabama State line, and comorises 
about 1300 square miles. ‘The strip to be taken is about 17.5 miles wide by 
about 65 miles in length and includes nearly all the northern half of Lake 
Pentchartrain, The five 15~minute quadrangles included in the area are: Port 
Vincent, Bayou Barberry, Strader, Chinchuba and Slidell. 

The party will base at New Orleans with the Fairchild phetogravhic »lane 
and will use a Ke3 camera with an 8i-inch lens. With a 14,000-foot altitude, 
the negatives should cover nearly 12, 000 feet in depth by over 15,000 feet in 
width, The usual 60% overlap will be taken en all vhotographs with the strivs 
averlarping 30%,. 

Lieut, Taylor exxects this »ortion of the »roject will be completed within 
three or four weeks, devending entirely on the number of goed vhotograohic 


days Ts ce and then the party will shift to Memphis, Tenn., for the second 
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zeaet os tne oroject, which includes about 1739 sovare miles. This area orate 
seven fifteen-minute quadrangles in the northern »art of Mississi x i,. these. 
being: Horn Lake, Strayhorn, Carter, Crovder’, ‘Stover, Duncan and. Rich, _ The area, 

“is-irregclar in width, bein: about 15 miles: at the northern end. BG over: é$ 
thiles at the southern “art. + 
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“SUCH IS FAME he 
“Young man, I hope you. can fly as well as your. father could Sitch, ‘We was. 
the remark addressed ‘to Lieut. Mathéwson, Air Corps, by Major Andres Soza- 
Fuentes, Chilean Military:.and Air Attache to the Embassy at London for the >ast 
two years, u20n being ‘introduced: to "Young Matty"! during the course of a visit - 
to Mitchel Field. Major Soza=Fuentes, who is on his way to his home country, - 
was supoosed to have arrived: at’ Mitchel Field by ‘lane. ‘The Vans fell through; 
however, and he arrived by train instead - bright and early. |. 
- Lieut. August Kissner- spent the day on a Cook! s tour of the 0st with. 
the visitor from Chile.. After tunching with Najor Ryan and his guide, the : 
-latter took the visitor.for a- flight over ‘New York City. The Major vas particu- 
arid thrilled by the ‘sight ‘of the Empire - State Building towering over the f 
"other massive structurés ‘in - the great city." 
Major Soza-Fuentes said he ‘as greatly imoressed by’ the Air Corns ‘and ite 
activities. He said he had no idea that it was so big. . He stated that Chile.’ 
is also "coming aheac" in aviation with five tiilitary fields, three nayal, sea- 
lane bases and many civilian: ‘fields. “American. lanes are well reyresented. in 
th. service, as there is an American factory in that country at the »resent 
tire. He also exoressed regret that he could not. satisfy his desire to spend «: 
a yur in the United creat studying aviation.. ' p 
o ts are, 





TWO ARHY ATRMEN VANISH DURING “A CROSS-COUNTRY TRIP . 
Three days of contienoua: searching ° “failed to reveal any. infor ation as. to 
the whereabouts of Lieut. Jonathan E, Grasty and Cororal. Philli> Schuchman , 
13th Attack Squadron, ac cording” fo'the-} jews Letter Corres ondent from Fort. . 
€rockett, Galveston, Texas. ‘ Thesé ‘tr10 men*were Ye vorted missing “somewhere. 
between Fort Crockett and the ‘duck cam at Matag orde, late Sunday ni; cht, Jan. 
llth, after they had failed’ to arrive at their Home’ station. The coutimed | Pe. 
failure to find any trace of the missing airmen, who were flying an A-SB, -re- 
sents a case as baffling as the disay+».earance- of the Cyclops. 

Lieut. Grasty and Cor oral Schuchman left Fort Crockett. Saturday for.. ‘ 
Brownsville, Texas. Leaving at the same: time ‘and ‘for the sae destination were: 
Lieut. Karl Kalberer and Cor xo0ral Pete Martin, also of the 13th Attaclk. Scuadron. 
Although these two shins left at: the same time: aia for the same glace, they - 
were on senarate flying missions... "On their return front Brownsville Sunday noon 
they encountered bad weather, made wu» of a stron;:; North wind and sheets of 
driving rain. 

It was getting late when they arrived in the vicinity of Vatagorda Island,. 
and so both planes landed there to send a message home telling where they. WETC » 
However, as the station was-closed fer the nic ght at 5:50 ».m., they were unable 
to send word of their whereabouts to Fort Croc ett. “Although the weather was. 
bad, both pilots were confident they could find their way home in the sroving: 
darkmess and, rather than have any amiety felt regarding their safety, aher- 
took off for home. 

According to the account of Lieut.’ Kalberer and cor oral Martin, the ceil- 
ing was very limited and »robably was not any greater than 75 feet. The two | ° 
ships left Matagorda at ‘about 6:00 y.m., and at about 6:45 ».m. they became, -; 
separated from each other. Lieut. Kalberer’ was so busy with. the controls: that - 
he was unable to keep an eye on the other *lane. Corsoral Martin, however, 
watched them as long as they were visible in the growing darkness. He states 
they were below him and Lieut. Kalberer and somewhat to the. rear, off to one 
side and about 25 feet from the water. At this time the ‘lanes were about five 
miles out over the Gulf and, as later related by Theut.. Kalberer, they were 
unable to distinguish land from water: t 

A few minutes later, Lieut. Kalberer headed for land’ and some ‘lights which 
were visible through the » Shhelenning fog, They were still unable to make out 
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the terrain beneath them and fearing they were lost they begar to take altitude 
‘in order to bail out, when they saw the Causeway lights far ahe.d of them. A 
few min.tes later they arrived at the home airdrome safe and sound. 

‘When told thet Lieut. Grasty aiid Corsoral Schuchaan had not arrived as yet, 
Lieut. Kalberer and Cor oral Martin tool off immediately and retracec art of 
their course. Unable to find any trace of the missing >lane and its oceunants, 
they returned to the airdrome. 

° The next morning every available »lane in the 3r4 Attack Grow) vas serviced 
ana put into the search for the missing airmen. Areas were maxped off and 
planes sent to search that »articular syot.. The »atrols were un for three 

hours each time and were continued until darkness, when the shins were serviced 
and put in readiness for a dawm >atrol. ' 

Local radio stations were notified, as was the Radiomarine Cor»oration. 

The latter redioed all vessels clearing from or arriving at Galveston. It was 
estimated that Lieut. Grasty had enough gas to fly for about two hours from 
the time last seen. Long distance telephone calls were sent to 94 tows in 
“the vicinity of Matagorda, Freexort and Bay City. It was not long before the 
Operations Office bezan receiving calls from »eonle who revxorted hearing the 
missing lane at various times. There was a man stationed dn the Overations 
‘Office to receive all of these calls and check them on a map. Revorts were 
received from Brazosxort, Velasco, and Edmonds, stating a lane had been heard 
the >receding night. The call from Edmonds was to the effect that the »lane 
was heard flying over there at about 8:45 ».m. This ayeared to be authentic, 

and as further calls came in it ayeared as if the missing men had really got- 
.ten over land and were in the vicinity of the tovms they were re .orted as fly- 
ing over. In the meantime, the Fokker Trans>.ort was: converted into:.a flying 
ambulance in case the men were found. Its motors were kent warmed uy so no 
delay would be encountered in its taking off. 

Twenty-seven »lanes took off at dawn Tuesday morning on a >atrol scheduled 
to last until noon. All -lanes vere eoui-yxed with belly tanks. Tuesday ‘ro- 
duced more rumors but ended with the case more of a mystery my ever. On 
Wednesday the search was continued desvite the threetened gas shortage. - The 
tank cars arrived in time, however, and no hitch was jaabhakeiais The Coast 
Guard Cutter SARANAC, which had been vatrolling the Gulf, gave wo on Jesnesuay 
and left a smaller »natrol boat to continue the search of the waters. 

Us to this writing the >lanes of the 3rd .ttack Grow have -mt in 481 
hours and 35 minutes in the air in the search for Lieut. Grasty and Cor»oral 
Schuchman,. 

According to the Galveston NEWS cf Janvary 17th, art of an airolene wing, 
a life »reserver and wheel, >icked uw» on the veach seven miles southwest of San 
Iuis Pass, revealed the nute story of the disayrearauce of the two-Attack Groun 
airmen. The body of Corsoral Schuchman was later recovered. 

~--000--~ 


NEW BQUIPMENT FOR THE AIR CORPS 


Contracts for nev aircraft and engines for the Army Air Corys,..involving 
an exnoenditure of $1,190,597.05, were recently ax»roved by the Assistant 
Secretary cf War. The contract for $366,495.55, avarded the Curtiss Aero»lane 
and Motor Company, Inc., Garden City, L.I., Nerv York, calls for 30 Observation 
. type lanes, Model O-1G, and snare warts. These »lanes are standard »roduc- 
tion ty.es which are in use by the Arny 4 Air Corss. They will be »overed with 
the Curtiss, Model V-1150-E, 435 h.». water-cooled engines. 

Tvo contracts, aggregating the sum of $823,901.40, awarded the “right 
Aeronautical Cornoration, Paterson, .J., call for a total cf 118 engines. One 
of these contracts is.for 60 Curtiss V-1150-E engines for installation in the 
O-1G Observation lanes, and the other for 10 Curtiss Model ‘V-1570-C and 48 
Curtiss, Model G1V-1570-C engines and svare arts. These engines are recuired 
for installation in various service test tyxes of airslanes. The nunber of 
engines. in each case will be sufficient for installation in the airplanes 
mentioned above, and leave an adequate number for svares. The V-1570 series 
aré Prestone=cooled, 600 horse ower, the model »refixed by the letter "G" 
being a geared tyne. 
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WAR DuPARTINT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Following officers to »roceead to Phili-yoines for 
duty: Sailing from New York, May 5th - lst Lieut. John L. Hitchings, won eo 
‘pletion of »resent course of instruction at Air Cor»s Technical School -- Saif 
ing from Nev York, about August 19th: Cantain Walter J. Reed, lst Lieut. Hovay 
a. Engler and 2nd Lieut. George J. Eooright, won comoletion of »resent cours 
ef instruction at Air Cor>s Technical School. 

Unon conmmletion of tour of duty in Panama, lst Lieuts. John M. Davies to 
Rockwell Field, Calif.; Edmnd C. Lynch to Air Corss Training Center, Dunean 
Field, Texas, also lst Lieut. Laurence C. Craigie. ; 

Uoon conrsletion of tour of duty in Philiy>vines, Cant. Wm. 0. Butler to Ff 
Langley Field, Va.; lst Lieuts. Charles T. Myers, Jr., George H. Steel and , 
-allace E. Whitson to Air Coros Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas; Edward 
iM. Morris to Fort Crockett, Texas; Thomas WW. Blackburn to Houston, Texas, as 
Instructor, 56th Division Aviation, Texas National Guarda. 

U»on comsletion of tour of duty in. Hawaiian Devertment, Cart. Frank q 
Pritchard to Fort Sill, Okla.; lst Lieuts. Carl W. Pyle to Rockwell Field, 
Calif.; Thomas M. Lowe to Office Chief of Air Cor,s, Washington, D.C.; Cant. 
Harry G. Montgomery to Bolling Field, D.C.; lst Lieut. ‘Benjamin E. Griffin tof 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas; lst Lt. Richard H. Dean to Crissy Field, Calif. 1 

Following efficers to roceed to Renes. for duty - sailing March 18th - 
Cant. James F. Powell, Scott Field, Il1.; 2nd Lt. Lloyd H. Tull, Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Md.;- sailing from Nev York, May Sth - 2nd Lieuts. Linus D., 
Frederick, Chanute Field; Joel G.. O'Neal, Dodd Field, Texas; Wathan B.Forrest,> 
unon completion of course at Air Cor .s Technical School, Chanute Field, [1l. 

Following officers to »roceed to Hawaiian Devartment for duty: Sailing 
Aoril 9th, lst Lieuts.Donald D. FitzGerald and David M. Ramsay, Brooks Field; 
Demas T. Craw, Kelly Field;-2nd Lieut. Kenneth P. McNaughton, upon completion 
of present course of instruction at Air Cords Technical School, sailing Aug.) 

lst Lieut. Glenn C, Salisbury, Kelly Field, to Boston, Mass., for duty 
with Organized Reserves, lst Cor>s Area. 

Detailed to the Air Corns, and to Brooks Field, Texas, for Primary Flyiy 
training: March lst - 2d Lieut. John P. Doyle, Jr., Coast Artillery Cors; 
July lst - 2nd Lieuts. Wm. T. Hefley, Jr., Cor»s.of Mngineers; Morton E. Townes 
ana John VW. Joyes, Jr., Infantry. 

Relieved from detail to the Air Coros:; @nd Lieuts. “alter &. Ahern to 
18th Infantry, Fort Schuyler, 27.Y.; Albert J. Mandlebaum to Signal Cords, 2nd 
Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas; John H. Murrel to Infantry, end Division, 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Thomas Mifflin to 18th Infantry, Fort Hamilton, N.Y. 
Andrew P. O'Meara to 4th Field Artillery, Fort Robinson, Neb.; Fran: T. Folk 
to llth Infantry, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Ind. 

Reserve Officers to active duty to June 30, 1950; From February 18th - 
end Lieuts. Alton S. Fell, Trenton, W.J., to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; to Langley 
Field, Va.: Clifford P. Burton, Sce tre, "Ganada; .Theodore Quentin Graff, 
Perryville, Mo; Morris Reed Knight, St. Josev,h, Mo.- To Dodd Field, Texas: 
Arthur C. Robertson, Abilene, Texas; To Fort Crocizett, Texas: Clayton Stiles, 
Walla Walla, Wash. - To Post Field, Okla.: George Leonard Houle, Renton, Wash,, 
and J. Will Campbell, San Antonio, Texas. = To Selfridge Field, Mich. - Arnold 
T. Johnson, Wilmot, S.D. - From February. 10th, 2nd Lieut. Donald C. Valbridge, 
San Antonio, Texas, to Dodd Field, Texas. - From Feb. lst, Paul Hinds,Weleet 
Qkla., to Selfridge Field, Mich. ~- From Feb. 6th, Melvin S. Hollidge, East 
Milton, Mass., to Langley Field. - From Avril 2nd, John Jerry Mulvey, San 
Diego, Calif., to Rockwell Fiela, Calif. - From April 14th, Norman L. Barr, 
Boyle, Miss., to France Field, Panama. - From Feb. 18th, George V. Freibureer, 
Hortonville, Wis., to Langley Field. 

Promotions: Major Augustine W. Robins to Lieut.-Colone}. To Ca rtain, with 
rank from Dec. 10th, lst Lieut. Herry G. Montgomery; to Cantain, with rank fre 
Jan. 1, 1931; lst Lieuts. Fred.C. Nelson, James A. Healy, Edward M. Morris, 
Charles Douglas, Hugh A. Bivins, Burton F. Lewis, Elmer J. Bowling, Orin J. 
Bushey; from Jan. 3rd - Fred S. Borum; from January 9th, George W. Polk, Jr.; 
from January 12th, Devereux M. Myers: from Jan. 14th - Alfred W. Marriner and 
Guy H. Gale. 

Retirements, due to disability incident to service; 2nd Lieut. Clarence 
K. Roath, Jan. 31, 1931; Cantain Aubrey I. Eagle, Jan. 31, 1931; 1st Lieut. 
Kelloggs Sloan, January 31, 1931. 
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NSTRUMLNT FLYING 


oressing his belief thet instrument flying may be of great tactical 


pais 'e to the Air Corzs, Cartain J. K. Cannon, Air Corns, Senior Instructor of 


the Pursuit Section of the Advanced Flyinjg; School, Kelly Field, San Antonio, 
in a revort of experimental instrument, or "vlind flying" by the 4érd School 


'§cuadron, outlines many advantages ‘hich this tyxe of flying >romises to 
‘bring forth. As to its value in var onerations, Ca rtain Cannon goes on to say 


that on the west coast the foz generally berns out.at about 10:00 a.m. ‘The 
enemy's. air force covla be over their ovdjective as the fog lifted, make their 
attacks and ‘retire before our forces coula leave the ground. Clear weather at 
Wasaington extending to the east coast - an urgent necessity for air rein- 
forcements in the east - our air force held at Dayton by low clouds and 
storms over the Allez ghenies. Given the instruiients in our lanes and the 
~rover training for our pilots, either »roblem could te easily solved. 

Various »ilots on duty with the 4¢rd School Scuacron have for some years 


* been intensely interested in flyine by instrumeuts, usin, thick layers of 


clouds with a safe ceilins as the lavoratory. by this method it became cuite 
obvious to pilots of the orgenization that it “as mossible to fly "blind" and 


“using only the "Bank and Tura, ° conass, altimeter and air s»xeed as an artifi- 


cial horizon, ana that the "bear stories" of ilots who had florm "blind" +ith- 
out the aid of instrements were just icle fancies. Members of the Squacron 
have taken off in heavy fog - with only the stancard fir Cor xs instruments as 
a horizon ~ for cross-country flichts when sood weather revorts had been re- 
ceived from the contemplated destination of the flizht. On one occasion a 
member of the Squadron, very anxious to return to Keily Fiela from huskogee, 
Oklahoma, arose to find the field blanketed with a heevy fog. An excellent 
weather resort came in from Kelly Field. Resolvin;: to take off in the fog, 
get avove it, and >roceed to San Antonio, the »ilot, after gaining 1500 feet 
altitude, found himself above the fog in bright sunshine, and at the Rea River 
the fog disappeared. 

During the summer of 1950, Major William ©. Ocker, Air Corns, offered to 
turn over a Sperry artificial horizon and a cirectional gyroscope, which had 
been loaned to nim by the Séray Comsany, for the use of the 4¢rd Squadron. 
The offer was acce»ted aifd the instruments installed in a Pl-D airplane. For 
some time very few oyiortunities were offered for the trial of the instruments 
in clouds or fog: The -rilots used this »neriod to become thoroughly familiar 
with the instruments and their eccentricities, “ith the arrival of Fall, many 
os ortunities were ee for testing the instraments in cloucs and fog. On 
numerous occasions >ilots remained in the air for over an hour without getting 
out of the fog bank ~ ie "Dlinc" ~ dut being careful to feel.their vay out 
over the flat country to the east of San Antonio. After becoming accuainted 
with the’ instruments, no difficulty or undue strain was ex».erienced in flying 
long veriods with then. 

It was then decided to use the instrusent »lane es the horizon for other 
slanes flying in formation therewith. Using instructors, this scheme worked. 
out successfully with three and six-lané formations, although the eecond :le- 
ment had a little dizficulty. This difficulty ceuld be overcome with more 

xyperience, 

In November, an instractor found himself with tvo students, at a ceiling 
of 2,000 feet, wnich eliminatec any hezard to tie iaaielie and heavy clouds 
above. ‘ithout giving the students any intimation of -t.at was coming, he 
eased them into the clouds. By using the instructor's lane as the horizon, 
the students, althouzh at first naving, the customary sensation of turning end 
banking o-x0site to the actual direction, were avle to follow the leader vith 
Little difficulty. An altitude of 5,000 feet vas reached without coming: u:t 
of the clouds. At first, gentle banks and turns vere made. ‘These vere follor- 
ed by climbing and diving turns. Having been throuzh the "box and chair" and 
receiving a little exrerieace in flying "uncer the hood," the students imev 
their senses were wrong and quite easily became accustomed to flying with the 
instructor's lene as their horizon, ‘The instructor had no trouble watching 
the horizon and the students and at the same time keening his »osition fairly 
accurate so as to come out over the o3en country. 

At another time, with vumy air and a ceiling of only 400 feet, the in- 
structor with the instrument »lane took his students, two at a time, through 


' the clouds to 4,500 feet to unlimited ceiling and smooth air. The other in- 
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structors were forced to work below 400 feet and in bumy air. Finally, after 
thoroughly demonstrating that stuceats could indefinitely, without undue strain, 
fly formation in fos by usin;; the leader's lane as the horizon, it vas decided 
to take a number of »nlanes in formation into the fog and then, by shar) meneuv- 
ering lose one of them in the thick of it. “ith a ceiling of 2,000 feet anc 
heavy clouds extending to 6,500 feet, the instrument lane wes sent out with in- 
structions to intercept Flight "C" and take them to 7,000 feet for a worlout, 
bein;; sure to disengage one member ‘from the flizht detached at about 4,500 feet, 
The mission was successfully -.erformed. The member detached from the flight, 
losing his horizen, s7un out. - The remining memvers had their orescribec sun 
bath at 7,000 feet, after vhich ‘they were returned to.1500 feet and ordered to 
continue their training. 

Aside from the tactical velue of "vlind flying," mach valuable wroerty 
and many irrevlaceable lives could be saved by ecxiryoing our lanes vith prover 
instruments and teaching our -:ilots to use them correctly. Many vilots have 
been saved by sheer luciz and not because of their ovm skill. Instances may be 
cited in the case of veteren Air Corns >ilots, a Cartain while on his way from 
Rociovell to March Field, and two Lieutenants, one “hile flying between Cheyenne, 

Vyoming, and Salt Lake City, Utah, and another while flying between Dayton end 
Washington. The case of Lieut. Irvin A. Woodring, who flew across the contin- 
ent, carrying imoortant documents, may also be mentioned. Other -ilots have 
saved themselves by using their »aracmites, whereas the thousands of dollars 
lost in the crash of the »lane could have been saved by svending a few hundreds 
of dollars for instraumeats and teachin; our rilots how to use them . Other 
pilots lost their lives with the destruction of their lanes, and Lieut. 
Caldwell, who lost his life while accomanying Lieut. Toodring eastward, may be 
mentioned in this connection. Te know definitely wiat hay.ened in this oe 
because Lieut. Yoodring vas cancht in the saue storm and was saved merely by 
lucky break. Manz other fatal accidents have occurred in which ell og Fel 
mointed to a lac:: of ability on the vart of the »~ilot to fly by instruments. 

Cantain Cannon is of the belief thet all airslanes should be emii-yed with 
the very latest »ractical "blind flyinc" instruments. The "Snerry Horizon" is 
not entirely satisfactory, and in its »resent stage of develowment should not be 
orocured in large quantities. If the airnlane is -wt,in any »osition beyond a 
90-degree bank, the horizon becomes "cockeyed" and will not return to normal 
until the gyro has stox20ed. Obviously, if the »ilot had to fight his vay 
through "Blind" weather after having been in an engegement, he vould find hin- 
self without a horizon. The correction of this fault should offer no undue cif- 
ficulty. The directional gyroscoxe is very essential to »rolonged accurate 
"blind flying." It can -ossibly te refined somevhat, but is satisfactory for 
»rocurement in large numbers at resent. This instrvment does away with all 
the turning errors of the standard comasses installed in our lanes. The 
fact that it »recesses slicshtly is relatively unim-ortant. 

"Blind flying" can ve cone with the banix and turn indicator in combination 
with other instruments normally installed in our >lanes, but any »rolonged vorl: 
entails terrific strain on the -ilot, for dvring all this time his entire ener- 
gies are glued to the instruments in an effort to kee» the lane under control. 
After becoming accustomed to flying with instruments, such as the Sverry Horizon 
anc the directional gyroscoe, little more effort is remired than when flying 
with the normal horizon. 

In conclusion, Cantain Cannon believes that, as a »recautionary measure 
against accident, a good artificial horizon raiks next to the perachute. If the 
instruments are in the lane and the -,ilots are yroverly trained to use them, 
the parachute will not have to be used mite so frequently. It will »revent the 
needless sacrifice of hundreds of thousand of dollars lost in crashed aircraft, 
and it will save human life. 

--~-000-—- 


COMEDY SKSTCH RESULTS IN WASHOUT FOR CADSTS 


The News Letter Corres»xondent from the Cadet Detachment, Air Cor»s Primary 
Flying School, Brooks Field, Texas, feels that -ossibly due to the fact that 
the lower class vas initially received when the wx.er class was absent, or be- 
cause the uwyer class cannot completely recall its activities of byzone days, 
the A-stage boys seem to be a umch more sensational lot than the senior students. 
"Io one in our class," he says, "ever had the imagination to do eichts around 
~49.. V—-6119, A.C. 
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the Suith-Youns Tower, or stage ».arties in ost hos vitals, or wra wy2er-class-— 
men in sacks and heave them bodily out of the bavracits into the md.. Lest wee'lx, 
hovever, marized -hat might be teimed the -iece de resistance of gestures. Ac- 

cording, to Cadet taliz, two lower classmen found themselves in the .osition of an 


‘{mainent vashout, vwherew»on they hit uron the little idea of givin; each other a 


checis ride »reliminary to that snortly to be rendered unto them by Lieut. Carter. 
And they did. They tool a PT, and one »layed the student and the other the 
instructor. The "instructor" would give his wail forced landings, lecture him 
forcefully on his undesirable flyinz tendencies, smolce cigerettes, and carry on 
thus until it became his turn to be student while his commanion became the care- 
free critic.. Finally, the story goes, the air landed and taxied up to the main 
hangar line, where they were received, sithout enthusiasm, by the aforementioned 
Lieut. Carter who, without of course meaning to reflect uvon their ability as 
instructors, washed them out without much ado." 

~--000--=- 


BEAUTIFYING THE HE NEW TRAINING CENTER 


A beautification roject on a huge scale, which will convert what was once 
a large farm area into one of the garden svots of the southwest, was recently 
started at Rendol-sh Field, San Antonio, Texas, with the trans.lanting of trees, 
bushes and shrubbery under the direction of Cant. A.W. Parker, Constructing 
Quartermaster. The landsca‘.ing is. in charge of Ist. Lieut. J. G. Hone, landscaye 
architect. 

“ath the 1,900-acre landing area, which surrounds a addins area of 485 
acres, already converted into a vast lavm, vork of transferring the various trees 
anc. ~lants from the's1écial nursery and greenhouses.to the various varts of the 
building area is kee pin,; ace with the razia comletion of construction vork at 
the field. 

Before landscaping of the entire beiléin: area.is completed, 250,000 v7 
flovers, -lants, bushes, shrubs and trees, varying in size from “ansies to »alm 
trees, will have been set out. About 150,000 are not’ in the nursery or ‘green- 
houses, which cover an area of avout 32 acres... More than 20,000 already have 
been >lanted,’ altuough only the five-rointed Air Cor os star and the name 
"Randol-sh Field" which greet the eye at the entrance of the field have been 
completed. 

In order to maintain the. general color pres of the fiela the year round, 
evergreens will be used extensively both along the narlways and eh dap and 
around the wrildings ana homes. Av:roximately 1,500 palms, Svarish oak and live 
cal trees will be set out alon; the boulevards to lend a majestic aroearance in 
keening with the modified architecturé being folloved in all buildings on the 
field. : nA 
Many native Texas trees and shrubs will be »lanted at various sxots, in- 
cluding Texas cedars, Texas cactus, agarita, youvon, senisa, holly, dasyliroan, 
sumac, many svecies of yucca, and agava. Other svecies of shrubs to. be exten-_ 
sively used are arbovitaes, snreading cedar, Arizona, Italian and other s ecies 
of cyoress, various ltinds of >rivets, elee.nus, cherry laurel and nag molia. 
Lieut. Zone is nlanning a tri by Slane to Arizona aid Yew Mexico during the next 
fey weeks to bring back some ‘of the rare svecies of cactus to be found there. 

As fast as the builcings and quarters are conmleted, the staff of civilian 
xoerts will stert setting out the. various flowers and shrubs around them. Hach 
barraci: and the homes of the officers and. noncommissioned officers will receive 
individual care vo make them attractive and kee them in harmony with the gener- 
al architectural and landsca»ing schenies. 

The seeds or cuttings are >lanted in three sliuibtenisiit each avout 40 foot 
by 200 feet. Three tiers of earth-filled voxes are required for the ‘huge number 
of -lants and flovers which mst be started under glass before they can be trans- 
nlantecd. “hen they have attained the »rover stage of growth, they are transferred 
to a lath house where they can be closely watched until they are ready to be set 
out alony the drives, in »arizs, or around the homes or quarter ifeny of the 
larger trees and shrubs are started in a cold frame, which is Sie under lass, 
and later trans lanted to their prover lace. _ 

A lily »ool has been constructed on the nursery ground for the growing of 
aquatic >~lants which will be transferred later to »ools in various sections of 
the grounds. Three composts have been dug to kee) the fertilizer until it is 


ready to be ut out on the flover beds or shrubs. 
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AssistingBieuts Rone:.is acivilian staff of trained workers...J.J.-Powers,, | 
designing engineer, is assistant to Lieut. Bone. - San Antonio UXPRISS. 
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THS ARMY AIR CORPS FIELD EXERCISES FOR 1931. 


The 1931 Army Air Corns Field Exercises by the First Air Division will 
begin at Dayton, Ohio, on ifay 18th, end at Washington, D.C., on May 30th, and 
will cover the Atlantic seaboard as far north as Bangor and as far south as 
Norfolk, according to a statement made recently by the Hon. F. Prubee Davison, 


Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics. In addition, Mr. Davison made it 


mown that the First Air Division will consist of 205 Pursuit lanes, 335 Ob- 
servation, 51 Attack, 36 Bombardment and 45 Trans»orts - 672 planes. The per- 
sonnel totals 740 officers and 631 enlisted men. 

The various Air Corps and National Guard squadrons will concentrate at 
Wright and Fairfield airdromes near Dayton, Ohio, on May 15th and 17th. From 
May 18th to 20th, inclusive, there will be formation and combat »ractices by 
the entire division. 

The war starts on the morning of May 2lst when, by various routes, the 
aerial armada will descend von New Yori: City. The division will not travel 
as a unit because the fuel demands would be too great for the airvorts along 
any one airway between Dayton and New York. For that reason, some planes will 
go by way of up-state ew York - Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse; others by 
way of Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Washington, Baltimere and Philadelshia. On ar- 
rival in New York, »lanes will land at Mitchel Field, which will be Division 


. Headquarters, and adjacent airdromes. . From that moment until Sunday, war con- 


ditions will exist and bring into »lay a varied >rogram of combat demonstra- 
tions. The details for that »rogram are now being worked out and will be an- 
nounced later. , 

On Sunday, May 24th, the Division will >»roceed to Boston and other air- 
dromes in that section of liew Mgland. This time the division will fly in 
full battle formation. As it »roceeds northward, Hartford, New Haven and 
Providence will be attacked. That night, weather »ermitting, there will be 
night attacks over the Boston Area. On May 25th, the attack »rogram staged 
over New York, will be re»reated cver Boston. One grou? of »lanes - Bombardment 
or Observation - will be directed to attack Portland and Bangor, Maine, by way 
of Vermont and New Hanmshire. 

Having covered the coast line, the Air Division will continue its advance 
on the 26th by flying westward over Soringfield, Troy, Schenectady and Albany. 
Then, following the Hudson River, the division will return to its original New 
York airdromes. On May 27th, Atlantic City, Trenton, Newark and Jersey City 
will serve as targets. On the comletion of those missions, the division will 
return to New York. May 28th will be maintenance and insvection day with full 
oy 0rtunity for the -wblic to view the »wlanes on the ground. 

In the forenoon of May 29th, the division will talze the air once. more, 
this time with Philadel»hia, Camden, ilmington, Baltimore and Washington as 
its objectives. The main Cemonstration, over Washington, will take place on 
Memorial Day. ‘The folloving day will be devoted to rest and revairs, and on 
Monday morning, June lst, the trooxs begin their return trecks to their home 


‘ stations. 


Briefly outlined, the »rincinal features of the tests to be conducted dur- 
ing the field exercises fall into the folloring major classification: Problems 
of command incidental to handling huge volumes of »wersonnel and equinment in 
the air and on the ground; ex»xanding and develowing combat theories; teaching 
the various units within the Air Cor>s to function as a team and, last but not 
least, means of subjecting both lanes and nersonnel to exacting endurance 
tests. Moving an entire air Army - mechanics, spare varts, staff and all —- over 
battle sectors that are hundreds of miles apart and in a few hours demands »ver- 
fect organization and one that can be wilt u» only through exxerience, and 
such ex.erience can only be obtained under actual field conditions." 

---000--~ 


_ A Board convened at Wright Field recently to consider different types ef 
training »lanes for »rocurement. Officers taking part in the conference were 
Ldeuts. C.W. Sullivan, of the Office of the Chief of the Air Coros; Warren R. 
Carter and John R. Morgan, of Brooks Field, and Wendell Brookley,Wrignht Field. 
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NEW.RADIO EQUIPMENT RECEIVED 
Delivery was made during the last week of 
January of 100 new radio receivers, tye 


- —_---- NS at mints 


a [toy; be Te BC-167. These receivers, which were designed 
is gla ter ' by the Radio Frequency Laorratories at boonton, 
f aa 5 ; 
yreon you Radio}. N.J., and built by Stromberg-Carlson, were 


OFtcey * 


‘procured to meet the need for a receiver of 
high sensivity which would operate on a very 
-- ‘gill antenna, and which could be enerated by 
the pilot of'a Pursuit, Attack cr Bombardment 

airplane without the necessity of mounting 

the reediver:in the cockpit. ‘The receiver is 

cimilar to some and-identic¢al to others used 

by the orincival air’lines. .~. 

. .JThe ‘wavelength range is 300 to 1200 meters 

‘or, in“terms of freqvency, 1,000 to 250 kilo- 
cycles, covered by two sets cf »lug-in coils. 
- This will >ermit récention from the SCR-133, 
» SCR-134, SCR-136, and SCR-132 sets, with 
é, ‘ which the Air Corvs is equisx,ed, and.will also 
permit receytion from Devartment of .Conmerce: weather broadcasting stations, 
radio beacons of the. aural tyoe, and coastal ccmpass stations. 

The receiver will ‘operate. on antenna consisting of no moré than six feet, 
which will be advanta,eousfor use on pursnit.and attack aircraft where a trail- 
ing wire is unsatisfactory. Due.to the very high.sensivity, ignition shield- 
ing will. be necéssary, if’ satisfactory use of the receiver is ex rected. - 

Tuning ‘is accomplished. by a siall hand crank on a:dial mounted in the 
cockit and connected tothe tuning dial on the receiver by a tachometer shaft. 








‘The volume of signals may’ be controlled also.from the cockoit. Filament »ower 


is obtained from the storage battery in the plane, and the plate voltage from 
@ small dynamotor onerating from this same ‘battery. 

Signals - ‘from the 2-Kilovatt Weathér Broadcasting Stations of the Demet 
ment of Commerce have béen:heard*at distances ‘varying from 100.to 400 miles, 
with a siz -foot antenna, and iat a pair (of heatshones worn over the ordinary 
flying: helmet. 

Since the »roduction of this rode of reveiver, it. has been found -nossible 
to »rovide for the recention of continuous wave telegranh signals without the’ 
necessity for additional controls other: than a small togele svitch on the cock- 
2it control panel. Future ‘srocurement. of receivers of this tyne will incor»o- 
rate'this féature. . OS <gago"s os 
=e 000+ 


RADIO: NEWS ITEMS DESIRED 


It is desired that news items conc’ rning events cf interest in the realm 
of radio communication,which have occurred in organizations and at Air Corps 
stations, be submitted for inclusion in the News Letter. If sufficient ma- 
terial is forthccming, consideration will. be: given: to the inclusion of a 
sxecial radio section in this ‘yudlication, -in which will anvear, along with 
contributions from the service, notes concerning ex».erimental and new 
equinment. 

pier seid 


AIR CORPS OFFICER az YALE UNIVERSITY 


First Lieut. A. B: Pitts, vp Gemmerks seed as Instructor in the De- 
partment of Communications at the Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field, 
Ill. is-,ursuing a course. in Communications Engineering at Yale University 
this. year., It is rumored that he has requisitioned a quantity of "slide 
rule oil," and is seriously considering: Prestone cooling for this necessary 
and mach used "defensive: wea:0n, " so fast are the equations and »roblems en- 
commbaged in his COUPEE, ’ 
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“NOTES FROM: AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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Iuize Field, T.H., Jan. ends: 





Air training for the month consisted of formation flying, night flying, 
aerial photography, communication and cross-country flights, aerial gunnery and 
aerial bowbing. 

Lulze Field's first class of enlisted nerial gunnery students, made un of 
nineteen non-commissioned officers from the Bombardment souadrons, finished 
their course December 15th with flying colors. EHizhteen qualified as exert 
aerial gunners and one as sharpshooter. The class finished with an average 
score of 784.7, Tech. Sgt. Cramer winning hich honors with a score of 1039. 

Lieut.-Col. Gerald ©. Brant, the New Department Air Officer, has been a 
frequent visitor at this field since his arrival in the Department and nas done 


- considerable flying. His first visit was marked by an inspection of troops 


and an aerial review. 

Maj. Rae E. Houke, M.C., flight surgeon, who has been handing out the pills 
at sick call until the recent arrival of Maj. J.F. Brooks, was transferred to 
the llth., Medical Regiment at Schofield Barracks on Dec. ‘15th. Maj. Houke is 


being succeeded by Cant. William H. Lawton, M.C.. 


lst Lieut. Rowland Kieburtz, who commanded the Recruit Training Center for 
the past several months, recently assumed command of the 65th Service Squadron, 

The two-year bill resulted in the transfer of several well lkmown non-com- 
missioned officers, Tech.Sgt. "Shorty" Gordon, former top kick of the 4th Squad- 
ron going to Langley Field; Staff Sgt. Wilson, former steward of the Army Ser- 
vice Club in Honolulu, to March Field; Staff Szt. Ted McLeamon, former mainte- 
nance Sergeant, to Brooks Field, and Staff Sgt. Trengrove to Kelly Field. 

50th Observation Souadron: This newly reorganized squadron has its train- 
ing well under way with formation flying, night flying, strange-field landings 
and aerial gunnery. Gunnery was started very recently with all pilots and ob- 
servers getting their shooting eyes on the target in good fashion. Missions 
with the Coast Artillery are scheduled to take the limelizht as soon as the 
rest of the 0-19B »nlanes arrive. 

This squadron was reorganized too late to compete for the Kuntz-Moses 
trophy this year but, from the looks of some of its athletes, there is going 





- to be a lot of new competition for the cup next year. 


4th Observation Squadron: This squadron won the Kuntz-Moses trophy for 
the year by finishing first in boxing, in a tie for first in basketball, sec- 
ond in volleyball and third in swimzving. A total of 42} points were made. 

7end Bombardment Squadron: True to our predictions this squadron took 
everyone for a merry run in basketball, with the exception of the 4th squadron, 
whom they tied for first vlace. Boxing proved to ve a point-getter, as we came 
in second. Swimming was our hobby, and when the others recovered enough to 
inquire about the score, the 72nd had over half of the points and the remainder 
were divided between the three other contenders. This squadron finished second 
in the trophy race with a total of 373 points. 

23rd Bombardnent Squadron: The 23rd is getting the jump on things in the 
way of prevaration for the annual general inspection. Landscaping, painting 
inside and out, and building promise to make this squadron the outstanding 
attraction. 











Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Jan. 15th; 





The 1lth School Group Headquarters received a splendid new radio as a 
Christmas present, and report has it that the instrument has not had a still 
moment since its instellation. 

Sgt. Albert Lessard, 46th School Squadron, returned from a cross-country 
trip to Amarillo, and advised those interested that, in his opinion, the West 
Texas air trails are total washouts for all except "eir-minded" Polar bears. 

A number of the enlisted »ersonnel of Brooks Fiéld snent Christmas fur- 
lougis away from San Antonio, among them being Col. Riley H. May and Pvts. 
Charles L. iiitchel and John W. Williford, of the 46th School Squadron, who went 
quail hunting in South Texas. The "expedition" temainated successfully, if 
one doesn't discount the revort of Cpl. May, who stated that, instead of a 


quail hunt, the affair turned out to be a dance and romance affair, due to the 
~ 53+ V-6119,A.0. 
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»roclivities of Pvt. Williford in these respective lines. Another party of the 
46th, composed of Pvts. Frank B. Criner, Valgenes Banes, James H. Parker and 
Freddie Burnett went to Oklahoma, wnile Pvt. Jesse D. Duckworth, of the same 
organization, reports that he s»ent an unusually merry Christmas at Houston, Tex- 
as. Pvts. Potter, Owen, Stout, Baker, Harlan and-Bond, of the llth School 
Group Headquarters, spent Christmas away from San Antonio on ten-day furloughs. 
ist Lieuts. W.E.Baker, Clyde K. Rich and G.L. Davasher left Brooks Field 
by rail on Jan. 9th, for Santa Monica, Calif., to procure three BI-2B airmlanes 
to ferry to Brooks Field. 

end Lieut. Richard D. Reeve, renorting agein for duty at Brooks Field fol- 
lowing an absence on sick leave snent in the Ft.Sam Houston Base Hosritel, was 
deteiled as E & R Officer and Librarian of the Field, relieving lst Lieut. 
Oakley G. Kelly. 

lst Lieut. David F. Ramsay and end Lieut. — F. Dyer went by rail Jan. 
6th to Santa Monice, Calif., to procure two BI-2B airplanes from the Douglas 
Aircraft Co. for ferrying to Brooks Field. 

Lieut. Robert L. Easton, who recently revorted at Brooks Field from for- 
eign service, was assigned to duty with the 58th Service Squadron as Squadron 
Adjutant and Supply Officer. 

Lieut. Frederick T. Yount, Quartermaster Corns, Brooks Field, returned 
Jan. end from a 15-day leave of absence, vart of which he spent at.the Brooks 
Field Officers! Hunting and Fishing Lodge at Matagorda Island. 

lst Lieut. J.R. Morgan and end Lieut. E.C. Robbins returned Jan. 5th from 
Santa Monica, Calif., ferrying two BI-cB airplanes for use at Brooks Field. 

lst Licut. LL. Koontz, end Lieuts. T.H. Baxter and M.R. Nelson went by 
rail during Christmas week to Buffalo, N.Y., wnere they procured from the Thomas 
Morse Aircraft Corp., three 0-190 tyne airnlanes which they ferried to Brooks 
Field. 

lst Lieut. D.D. FitzGerald and 2nd Lieut. E.H. Lawson went to Santa Monica, 
procured BT-2B airplanes and ferried same to Brooks Field. 

lst Lieut. 0.G. Kelly, famous trens-continental flyer, stationed at Brooks 


. Field, flew to the Air Corps Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Iill., 


on January lst for »nurnose of transnorting enlisted personnel of Brooks and 
Kelly Field to the School, and returning graduates to their respective stations 
at Brooks and Kelly Fields and Ft. Sam Houston. 

P¥ts. Frank Stolz, F.R. Young and D.E. Leeth, 52nd School Squadron, Brooks 
wield, formed mart of the coterie of epplicants examined for entrance into the 
Flying Cadet Detachment, Air Corps Primary Flying School. At that time fifteen 
men appeared before the Examining Board, Kelly Field, and Ft. Sam Houston also 
being represented. The Send is wishing success to the members of its Squadron 


who were examined. 


Now that basketball has been eoieaik waded for football by the snorts en- 
thusiasts of tne Army, clashes in the game, both nast and future constitute 
the center of attention. Brooks Field on the whole exnericenced misfortune, so 
far as actually winning gemes was concerned, but has demonstrated a type of 
playing and clean sportsmanship deserving of the highest commendation. On Jan. 
end, .the 52nd School Squadron met the 23rd Infantry in a game that won the at- 
tention of the crowd assembled at the Army Y.ii.C.A. throughout the entire time. 
The 23rd Infantry, by a series of ranid and effective plays, starred in the 
first quarter; in the second quarter, the 52nd School Squadron, by entering. 

a formidable opnosition in the persons of Huffman, Bechetti and Morrow, were 
easy victors; but in the third quarter, the husky 23rd by a series of rapid 
under-goal passes, raised the score to a tie; and in the fourth quarter gained 
three points, so that the final score stood in their favor, 26 to 23. Effec- 
tive guard work was Gemonstrated by both teams. The entire game was an evenly 
matched affair and was one of the most interesting so far scheduled. 

On "home" ground, the 5lst School Squadron and the 58th Service Squadron 
engaged in a spirited game Jan. 5th, the 5lst being the victor. Details are 
lacking, but judging from the discomfited looks of the »ersonnel of the 58th, 
one can imagine that the 5lst won in the face of formidable opposition. 


Witchel Field,L.I..N.¥., Jan. 25th: 





In the United States there are two Second Lieut. iicCaffery's. One is sta~ 
tioned at the Marine Base at Philadelphia - the other here at Mr. Mitchel's 
ground school and radio mission emporium. 


.Forgetting that they had reached the full state of manhood, mere the 
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other about two weeks ago and said: "My gang can lick your gang". The ensuing 
conversation shoeoked all the telephone onerators between Philly and Long Tslané, 


but paved the way for a conflict in basketvall between the Marine Officers down 
there and a "Gang from up here". 


The "ganz" asked (througa one of its members) for the Fokker transport for} 


a week-end cross-country. Col. Howard very kindly sanctioned the venture and 
last Saturday morning, Loots. Orr, McCaffery, Merreweather, Lewis, Kelly,Dwyer 
and Kissner took off. Lewis made a nice job of flying the transvort down. 

The game was vlayed that afternoon. The Marines had two ex-Naval Academy 
letter men, Whitey Lloyd and Bauer. Mitchel Fielc had its own smooth stars, 
Orr and licCaffery. 22 to 14 was the final score. 

Mitchel Field led until the final minute of »lay, when Lloyd, Brower and 
Frey rose to their old time form to crash through for a victory as our men tire 
under the blistering pace. 

The game was witnessed by a goodly crowd, including one enthusiastic spec. 
tator from Mitchel Field - Major Ryan, whose fine support spurred the team on 
to inspired efforts. 

One of the features of the game was the act of treason of one, August the 
Great, who twice attempted to score a basket for the enemy. A huddle was im- 
mediately called to decide whether or not another Benedict Arnold was within 
the ranks. The brotherly act stagsed by Joe and Hugh McCaffery also brought 
forth considerable applause. 

After the game, the team dined as guests of the Marines at the Officers 
Club. Both teams then enjoyed the musical comedy "Sweet Adeline". 

The Marines, led by the vivacious Joe McCaffery and K.O. Presser, acted 
the perfect hosts. A most enjoyable week-end was had by all and the basketball 
team wishes to exoress its sincere aysreciation for the genuinely cordial feel- 
ing shown by the Marines. It is hoped that we may reciprocate in the near fu- 
ture by having the Marines here for a return game. 

A stranger, whom we haven't seen at Mitchel for ieverel years, suddenly 
made a most unexpected visit. The gentleman ceme in the guise of old man Flu, 
The peak of the epidemic filled our hospital with 55 patients, and about 30 
were laid up in quarters during one day. For several days, that was the aver- 
age number sick. It is lessening now and we are getiing back to normal. 

Three of our officers, Lieuts. A.V.P. Anderson, Goodrich and Morrison were 
sent to Walter Reed Hcsvital for examination and treatment. It seems their 
hearts, for some unaccountable reason, insist on doing unexvected fliv-flops. 
We were sorry to see them go and we sincerely hope that a quick cure will send 
them back to duty in the very near future. 

Tuesday night the Mitchel Field Basketball team took a jum to Ft.Wads- 
worth to show their prowess, and they really did show it. The game was closely 
contested all the way through, as evidenced by the score of 29. to 23, a final 
winning lead of only six points. For a time the outcome hung in the balance, 
the score im the early minutes of the last quarter being very nearly a tie. 
However, at this critical moment, Sanoldi, at guard, was ~ut out on a foul and 
Orr went in to make a fast finisa in the fow remaining minutes with six points 


to his credit. Orr turned out to be high scorer of the game with Snow running 
second. . 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Jan. 25th: 





Col. Guy Kent, who was conducting the annual inspection of Brooks Field 
for the Inspector General's Department, received the sad news of the death of 
his mother, and procured a ten days! leave of absence. Col. Clagett, Commanding 
Officer, Brooks Field, expressed to Cel. Kent the sympathy of Brooks Field. 

Lieut. Roy H. Guertler, Brooks Field, was granted a twenty-day leave of 
absence Jan. 14th, incident to the death of his mother at Schuylkill Havens, 
Penna. Lieut. Guertler has the symsathy of Brooks Field in his misfortune. 

- “ P.f.ce. James W. Terry, 11th School Groun Headquarters, and Pvt. George 

P. Willoz, 62nd Service Squadron, were among the passengers piloted by Lieut. 
Hicks, of Dodd Field, to Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1ll., on Jan. 17th, where the 
enlisted men will matriculate in the Air Corys Technical School. 

Maj. Junius W. Jones of the Office Chief of the Air Corns, made a techni- 
cal inspection of Brooks Field. 


Lieut. George G. Garton was granted sick leave for one month, effective 
Jan. Othe 
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Licut. R.W. Gibson received orders assigning him to duty in the Philippine 


Department, and with his bride will sail from San Francisco on Feb. 4th. Lieut. 


Gibson was a very poptilar officer of Brooks Field, lending his insviration and 
support to athletics and taking special interest in the football team the vast 
season. As an exoression of the high esteem in which he was held by the men of 
his organization, the 20th Photo Section, he was honored witn a dinner at the 
Menger Hotel on Saturday evening, Jan. 17th, at which time the >ersonnel of the 
Section extended him their congratulations and best wishes. 

A steady exodus to the Douglas Aircraft Factory, Santa Monica, Calif., pre- 
vailed at Broolts Field for the past few weeks, incident to officers procuring 
allotted BT-2B eirplanes for Brooks Field. Among the officers who made the 
trip are: Lieuts. Lewis A. Dayton, Adjutant of Brooks, who had Captain Gerd von 
Massow as passenger; R.D. Knapp, A.E. Waller, J.F. licBlain, David F. Ramsay, 
Harvey F. Dyer, A.H. Rodieck, AH. Jonnson, W.E. Baker, C.-K. Rich, G.L. Davasher, 
Jordan F. Haney, S.F. Landers, E.H. Porter, J.R. Morgan, B.C. Robbins, B.A. 
Bridget, B.li. Eovey,Jre, E.H. Lawson, D.D. FitzGerald, and E.J. Rogers. Col. 
H-B.Clagett, Commanding Officer of Brooks Field, exnects to be one of the pi- 
lots ferrying one of the remaining eight planes yet due the Field. 

War Devartment orders of Jan. 24th are of especial interest to Brooks Field 
since they contain orders for transfer of two officers of the Field, Lieuts. 
Donald D. FitzGerald and David M. Ramsay to the Hawaiian Department, sailing on 
the Apr. 9th transport. Licut. FitzGerald is senior instructor in Ground School 
instruction in the Air Corns Primary Flying School, and Lieut. Ramsay one of the 
flying instructors of "A" stage, also Trial Judge Advocate of a Special Court- 
Martial. of Brooks Field. In the same orders, Lieut. Lawrence C. Craigie is 
assigned to Duncan Field from the Panama Canal Department. Lieut. Craigie, for- 
merly assistant adjutant of Broo‘rs Field, went directly from Brooks Field to the 
Panama Canal Department. 

In War Department Orders, recently issued, Brooks Field also is very much 
interested, since they contain transfers of Lieuts. Charles Myers, Wallace E. 
Waitson and George H. Steel from the Philipoine Denartment to the Air Corns 
Training Center. Lieuts. Myers and Whitson formérly were stationed at Brooks 
Field, and Lieut. Steel received his primary flying instruction here. Concern- 
ing Lieut. Steel, it is interesting to note that he was graduated from the larg- 
est class in the history of West Point, the class of 1924 havinz 405 students. 

United States Air Corns flying fields of San Antonio varticipated in the 
welcome extended Will Rogers, the country's »remier cowboy humorist, upon his 
visit to the city in the interest of the unemployed on Jm. 26th by furnishing 
an escort of six airvlanes to accompany the airplane in which Mr. Rogers is fly- 
ing, which was met at Austin, Texas, a distance of about eighty-five miles 
from San Antonio. 

Mr.Sgt. Edwin B. Woodward, 5lst School Squadron, and Staff Sgt. Reece T. 
Lamb, 46th School Squadron, trained in grade, and Pvts. Thomas S. Davis, Jr., 
and Elbert B. Gentry of the 5lst and 52nd School Squadrons, resnectively, all 
of Brooks Field, are included emong the 19 students ordered to report at Brooks 
Field for entrance into the Air Corns Primary Flying School in the class begin- 
ning March lst. 

Sgt. Roy M. Wills, 58th Service Squadron who left Brooks Field on Jan. 23rd 
for San Francisco tosail Feb. 4th for a tour of cuty in the Philippine Islands, 
is being repvlaced by Sgt. Ward Coffman of the Fhilippine Department. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncen Field, Texas, Jon. 28ths 





Maj. Junius W. Jones, of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, while 
in this vicinity on a tour of inspection of the Visual Inszection System at the 
various Air Corps stations, visited this Depot for that purpose on Jan. 22nd. 

Lieut.--Col. A.W. Robins, our Commanding Officer, is receiving congratula- 
tions uvon his promotion from Major, received on Jan. 19th. 

Lieuts. L.S. Webster and T.H. Chanwan, of this Depot, recently made a cross- 
country from Senta Monica, Calif., to Houston, Texas, ferrying two 0-38 air- 
planes from the Douglas Aircraft Co.'s plant to the Texas National Guard. 

Cant. Walter H. Reid, Air Corns Instructor with the Texas National Guard, 
and Lieuts. E.T. Showalter, 36th Division Aviation, Texas National Guard, Hous- 
ton; George E. Rice, Post Field, Ft.Sill, Okla. and Jack J. O'Connell of Ft. 
Crockett, Texas, were out-of-town visitors at this Denot on Jan. edrd, flying 
here to attend an engineering conference at the Denot regarding production 
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' probloms in connection with preparations for the coming as Corps Demonstrations 


in the East this Spring. 

On January 26th a group of about fifty students of the Air Corns Primary 
Flying School, Brooks Field, in charge of Lieut. Carl J. Crane, visited this 
Depot for a tour of inspection through our Engineering Shops in connection with f 
their course of instruction. 


Crissy Field, Calif., Jan. 12th: 





The Crissy Field Basketball team has been playing one or two games a week 
and now started in earnest with a schedule of three games a weeke The Hancock 
Foundation College of Aeronautics defeated Crissy in a hard fought game by the 
score of 34 to 22, on Dec. 20th. The team came to Crissy by air, using a Ryan 
cabin plane and 5 Fleets, and were entertained at the field. We have a return 
game with them, Feb. 7th. Our team is to go to Santa Maria, Calif., by air and 
is very enthusiastic about it. 

Jan. 7th, we defeated the Islanders, 19 to 17. They are a team comosed of 
natives of the Philippines and put up a good show. 

Jan. 10th we defeated the Elk Grove team 22 to 24, and we play them a re- 
turn game Jan. 17th at Llc Grove, about 12 miles from Mather Field, Sacramento, 

he Crissy Field team will stay over night at Mather Field. 

Major L.W. McIutosh, our Commanding Officer, is enthusiastic about sports, 
and usually gives the team encouragement. by his, attendance. He has authorized 
anew set of Basketball uniforms to replace those worn out during three seasons 
prior to this, and the team expects to cet them in the next few days. 

The Indoor Baseball league took a holiday during the Christmas season, but 
is .starting up again. Eleven games have been played and the standing is: Of- 
ficers, 833; Supply, 667; Line, 400; Headquarters, 333; Photo Section, 200. 
Games other than official leame contests are played frequently on the flying 
field in front of. H Q Bldg., and the Officers team is willing to meet all con- 
erSe 

The smoker of Dec. 22a was a sreat success, so we gave another one Jan. 
5th and invited all the military personnel in the Bay region. Maj.-General 
Craig, Commanding General of the 9th Corps Area, had a previous engagement so 
couldn't be there. However, Lt.-Col. Frank Lahm, Air Officer 9th C.A., was 
there, as was Lt.-Col. C.F.Thompson, Commanding Officer of the Presidio and the 
30th Infantry, as well as many others of the Staff and various regiments around 
San Francisco Bay. There were three wrestling bouts, more interesting than 
usual; one tumbling act put on by the 30th Infantry, and 9 good 3-round boxing 
bouts, with several Imockouts, and lots of fun and entertainment for the spec~ 
tators. Sandwiches and coffee were suyplied to the participants after the show, 
which they needed, 

The show was opened up by a few selections of Jazz, rendered by Lieut. and 
Mrs. lackey on the sax and piano, respectively. Other smokers are planned for 
the future, aud quite a bit of newspaper publicity came to Crissy Field in the 
local papers as a result of the bouts. Lt. P.0. Brewer, Air-Res., on extended 
active duty has charge of athletics at the field and »uts on the smokers, bas-~ 
ketball games and other activitiese A word about the help rendered Crissy 
Field by the Athletic Director of tne Presidio Y.i.C.A., Mr. G.lie Hunter, is 
not amiss. Mr. Hunter or rather Lt. Hunter, for he is a lst Lieut.,U.S.A., 
Emergency Retired Cfficer, during the month of December, 1920, did the followin 
things fcr Crissy Field: Refereed 6 basketball games; coached the basketball 
team 15 periods; refereed 8 playground baseball games; lent us equipment and 
helped the voxing show by arranging the card. 


40th Division Aviation - Calif. Nat'l Guard, Los Anzeles, Jan. 15th: 





Now that the holidays have vassed pleasantly and safely for the Squadron, 
thoughts turn again to the usual run of drills and missions. The past few drills 
periods were devoted largely to pistol instruction and range work, with infantry 
drill and radio and section instruction being sandwiched in between. 

This outfit received a very acceptable New Year's gift from the War De- 
partment in. the form of five new Douglas Observation: ships, powered with "Hor- 
nets", Thus far, nothing but favorable comment has been heard from pilots, 
observers and mechanics as to the performance of the new mounts. In fact, every- 
one seems quite enthusiastic over the change from the old O2-H's. .Our flying 
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equipment now consists of 5 O-s3's, 2 O-17's, 1 Oc-H and 1 BI-l. 


Lieut. Carroll, unit instructor, and Capt. Barrie of this squadron, claim 
the all-time record for delivery of new shins to an Air Corps unit. Our 5 new 
ships were all flown to this station by the two officers named in the space of 
three hours. They.will admit, however, that the airline distance between the 
Douglas factory and this field is something like ten minutes, via Hornet. And 
this includes take-off and landing. Lieut. Carroll also ferried a new 0-38 to 
the Spokane National Guard recently, returning to Los Angeles via train. 

The 115th Observation Squadron congratulates Capt. Allan A. Barrie on his 
recent promotion to that grade, effective Dec. 8th; also Lieut. Gilmore on his 
recent acquisition of pilot's wings. 

Lieut. Harry Caliborne recently completed a fast aerial trip to the Hast 
and return, flying a comercial ship on business 

Lieuts. Robinson, Wallen, Sanford and Carroll all flew up to Sacramento 
ten days aZ0 to attend the inangural ceremonies of the new executive of this 
state, Governor Rolph. 


Fairfield Air Depot, Ohio, Jan. 30ths 





Capt. Edward Laughlin, Engineering Officer, returned here Jan. 16th arter 
conferring with personnel at the San Antonio Air Depot regarding the standard- 
ization of various items of Depot pepeits as computed in accordance with the 
Air Corps Cost Accounting System. 

Capts. Hugh A. Bivins and Burton I. Lewis accepted their promotions to that 
grade.on the 16th of the month. 

Lieut. John A. Austin, Asst. Depot Supply Officer, departed Jan. 17th, by 
rail, for Offutt Ficld, Ft. Crook, Nebr., for the purpose of securing and ferry~ 
ing a PT-l airplane to this station for overhaul. He returned on the 2lst. 

Lieut. Frederick M. Hopkins,Jr., Post Adjutant, departed on the 2lst for 
Municipal Airport, Chicago,I11., to deliver a PT-1 airplene, overhauled at this 
station, and returned Jan. 22nd in a PT-1, which is to be overhauled for tne 
Illinois National Guard. 

Pvt. lst.Cl. Sidney R. Glover of the Air Corps Detachment, Command & Gen- 


eral Staff School, Ft. Leavenworth, Bans, reported here to receive instructions 


on air-cooled motors. 

Mr. Regis Willwohl of the pittebareh Airport, Pittsturgh,Pa., reported here 
Jan. 26th for a two weeks! training in parachute repair and maintenance. 

An owl and haw: hunt was held at this Station on the afternoon of Jan. 24th. 
A total of eleven owls were killed. The first prize was won by Zack Grooms, 
the second by Ira Yan Pelt and the third by Cant. H.A. Bivins. 

A Keeno Party, svonsored by the Officers! Club, was held at Side Slip Inn 
on the evening of Jan. 24th. It was well attended and every one enjoyed the 
evening very much. 

An addition to the »resent Post Operations Tuilding is being erected by 
the utilization of a »nortion- of an old barrack building designated for salvage. 
It is intended that ‘sian neti oie will be furnished visiting flying 
personnel and more room allowed Operations personnel by this. addition. 

Following is a renort of yroduction of airplanes and engines for the month 
of January, 19313 

Airplanes: Major overhaul ~ PT-1, 7; 0-17, 3; O-cH, 8; “P-16, 23°09, 1, 
O-19, 13 A-3, 1; total 23. Minor overhaul - C-1C, 1; O-2H, 2; PT-3, 1; O-1F, 1, 
YF-1, 1; PT-1, 4: ‘total, 10. 

Engines; Major overhaul - V-1570, 2; R-1340, 17; V-1150, 13; R-790, 4; 
V-720, 11; R-975, 13; total, 60. Minor Overhaul - V-16590, 11; V-720, 2; 

R-1340, 4, V-1150, 1; total 18. 

Among those visiting the Post sentene the vast two weeks the following 
were noted: 

Secretary of War Patrick J. Hurley on — 29th; Comuander Paolo Sbernadori, 
Air Attache to the Royal Italian Embassy, Washington,D.C. on Jan. 22nd; 

Maj. Miller, pilot, and Congressman Maas, passenger, of St. Paul,Mim. Jan. 28th 
remaining over night; Capt. McCallum and Lieut. Douglas, Jan. 28th, for minor 
repair on an O2-H airplane; Capt. Green, pilot, and Major Beeson, passenger, 


Richards Field, Jan. 28th, on a cross-country flight; Cant. Wright, pilot, and 


Lieut. Bossing, passenger, Richards Field, Jan. 28th in a PT-l airplane for a 

major overhaul; Lieuts. Wood, Mohlman and Frederick, Chanute Field, Jan. 28th 

for major overhauls on their 0-254 and A-3 airplanes; Sgt. Swisher, pilot, with 
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five passensers, Chanute Field, in a 0-3, en route on @ cross-country flight 

on the 28th; Lieuts. Lawton and Myers, Bolling Field,.on the 28th in an A-3; 

' Lieut. Anderson and six passengers, Mitchel Field, departed Jan. 27th on a 
cross-country flight to Middletown Air Depot; Licuts. Bolen, Allemang and Mor. § 
gan, Selfridge Field, Jan. 27th for major overhauls to Pursuit planes; Set, 
Jackson, Chanute Field, Jan. 27th, for major overhaul on an A~3 airplane; Maj, 
Cone departed Jan. 25th for Little Rock, Ark.,ferrying an O2cH airplane, over- 
hauled here; Lieut. Stranathan, with two passengers, Bolling Field,and Lieut, § 
Hollidge with six passengers, Lanzley Ficld, Jan. 24th; Lieut. Wolf, with three ff 
passengers, Selfridge Field, Jan. 23rd; Cant. Colgan, Iunken Airport, and Lieut —. 
Smith, Schoen Field, Jan. 22nd; Capt. Galloway and Pvt. Stubblefield, Bowman 
Field, Jan. 17th; Capt. Herold, Lambert Field, St.Louis, Jan. 16th for major 
overhaul on a Pf-1; Lieuts. Cummings and Martin, from Cleveland, Jan. loth; 
Lieut. Day, Scott Field, Jan. 15th for major overhaul on a PI-l, 


Scott Field, Belleville, Il1l., Jan. 15th: 





Lack of funds has caused the disapproval of an extended cross-country for 
the entire 15th Observetion Squadron. Avplication had been submitted to the 
Chief of the Air Corps for the entire Squadron to make an extended cross-country 
to Ft. Riley, Ft.Sill, San Antonio, Ft.Crockett, New Orleans, Pensacola, Max~ 
well Field, Memphis and then home, with all personal’. exnenses being borne by 
the officers making the flight. The exrenses of gasoline and oil to be pro- 
cured at stopping points other than government airdromes, was evidently ‘greater 
than could be covered by the available funds. It had been hoped that 12:of the 
QO-19 planes and one transport could make this flight for the vurpose of train- 
ing and a real test of the equipment. 

Intersquadron basketball games for the post championship of Scott Field 
are under way, and with the completion of the first twosets of games the Ninth 
Airship Commany seems to be established as a top heavy favorate to carry away 
the final honors. In the opening games, the Ninth Comoany took a decision fron 
the 24th Airship Service Company, and the Staff team had an easy time with the 
15th Observation Squadron. All the teams showed a big improvement in the sec- 
ond round games, when the Ninth Company snowed the Staff under in a one-sided 
score while the Observation players defeated the Service company by a fair. 
margin in a very fast and exciting game. 

The Post basketball team has been finding the going rather rough in the 
Army, Navy and Marine League of St.Louis and has lost all three of its games, 
two of them by very close scores. The loss of Cpl. Morin, of the 15th Observa- 
tion Squadron, who suffered a double dislocation and laceration of a finger in 
an early game, severely handicapped the team, as Morin was its outstanding star, 
He is not expected to return to the team for another month. 


San Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas, Jan. 14th: 





Col. ©C.C. Culver, of the Office of the Chief of Staff,G-4, Washington, 
and lst Lieut. Martinus Stenseth,A.C., of the Office of the Chief of the Mil~ 
itia Bureau, stopned over at this Depot Dec. 15th-16th. They piloted two 038 
National Guard airplanes from the West Coast to Miller Field, W.Y., and greeted 
old friends in this vicinity. pe ne” 

Capt. Raymond E. O'Neill1,A.C., of Ft. Sill, Okla., visited the Depot on 
Dec. 15th, leading a flight of three 0-19B nlanes to the Depot for repair. 

The Christmas-llew Year's holidays were celebrated quietly at the San An- 
tonio Air Denot. On Dec. 23rd, a Christmas tree entertainment was given joint- 
ly by Kelly Field and this Depot for the children of the two Posts, at the 
Hostess House at Kelly Field. On New Year's Day at 5:00 P.M., Major A.W. 
Robins, Commanding Officer of the Denot, and Mrs. Robins, joined Brig.s—General 
Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air Corps Training Center, and 
Mrs. Danforth, and Major F.L. Mertin, Commandant of Kelly Field, and Mrs.Martin, 
in receiving the officers and ladies of these stations at the Aviation Club 
at Kelly Field. On New Year's Lay Major and Mrs. Robins entertained the of- 
ficers and ladies of this Post with a buffet luncheon at their quarters. 

Lieut. Tommy Chapman, one of our outstanding golfers, ably upheld the honor 
of the San Antonio Air Depot in this field. During the week-end of Jan.3rd- 
4th, he won the championship match which had been in progress since Dec. 2nd 
among the officers of the Air Corns activities in this vicinity, on the course 
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of the veoeatiy onqnaseel Air Corps Golf Association of Duncan Field. 
The following officers paid visits to this Depot during the last days of 
December, while on cross-country flights to this vicinity: Maj. Malcolm C. 
Grow, M.C., of the Fairfield Air Depot; Capts. 0.0. Niergarth, Edwin R. Page, 
lst Lieuts. K.B. Wolfe, J.D. Corkille, H.Ai.Bivins and-E.M. Powers, of Wright 
Field. 
Maj» John G. Tyndall, ti@% S32: Asst. ‘Inspector, Eighth Corps Area, made the 
Amal Inspection and Survey of this Depot, Jan. 6th to Sth. 
. On.Jan. 6th, the regular monthly conference held at this Depot, for dis- 
cussion and coordination of Air Corps supply and meintenance engineering prob- 


- lems between the Depot and the Air Corns activities served by it, was attended 


by the following Air Corps officers: Capt. S.J. Idzorek and Lieut. T.H. Landon 
of Ft.Crockett,Texas; Lievts. R.G. Harris and H.A. Bartron of Kelly Field; 
Lieuts. G.W. Polk,Jr. and James Flannery of Brooks Field; Lieuts. J.G. O'Neal, 
A.C., and R.L. Needham, Air-Res., of Ft. Sam Houston; Lieuts. J.J. Keough,A.C. 
and J.H. Roe, Air Res., of Ft.Sill,Okla.; and also by Maj. John G.Tyndall,I.G.D., 
in connection with his annual ins»vection of this Depot; together with all offi- 
cers of the Devot. Iuncheon was served to the visitors. Maj. F.L. Martin, 
Commandant of Kelly Field, was also a guest. 

Capt. Edward Laughlin of the Fairfield Air Depot, arrived here by air ina 
BI~2, Jan. 9th, for a few days! conference on cost accounting and shop methods. 

Capt. Ray A. Dunn and lst Lieut. Harry H. Mills, A.C., of the Middletown 
Air Depot, were visitors at the San Antonio Air Depot, Jan. 9th to 14th, ona 
cross-country trip to the West Coast, for a series of conferences at the various 
Air Corps Depots on equipment maintenance methods, storage and issue of supplies, 
and Depot oneration system. 

_, Four O-2H airplanes were ferried from France Field, Canal Zone, to this 
Depot for inspection and revair by Capt. A.M. Guidera, lst Lieuts. Harold D. 
Smith, R.D. Bigzs, E.C. Lynch, 2nd Lieuts. J.W. Sessums,Jr., ©.A.Harrington, 
and M.M.Towner,A.C., and Staff Sgt. E.M. Dunivan, G3rd Service Squadron. All 
landed at Kelly Field. on Jan. iOth, excent Lieuts. Smith and Biggs, who arrived 
at this Depot on the loth. This flight is to ferry four 0-19's from Kelly 
Field back to Panama. 

Ist Lieut. Casrles 'Y. Banfill yAeCe, Instructor with the Mary lead National 
Guard,Baltimore, accompanied by 2nd Lieut. Gregory Boushey, of the 29th Divi- 
sion Aviation, Marylaad National Guard, ferrying an 0-38 plane from the West 
Coast for the Maryland National Guard, stonned at this Depot, en route, on 
Jan. l2th. 

During the month of December the Engineering Department of the San Antonio 
Air Depot overnauled and revaired the following airplanes and engines: 

Airplanes overhauled: 1 A-3,; 3 A=3B, 1 B-5A, 1 O-2H, 2 0-11, 1 P-IPF, 

2 PW-9C, 1 PU-9D, 2. BI-1, 3 PT-3, 3 PT-GA, total, 20. Airvlanes Repaired - 
6 O-2H, 18 0-193, 5 0-38, 1 P-1D, 3 P-12B, 1 P-9C, 1 BI-1, 1 BT-2B,.1 PI-3, 
2 PT-3A, 1 0-7, 1 0-9, 1 XD-14, 1 XPT-7, 1 Y-10-29A, total, 44. 

Engines overhauled. -18 Curtiss D-12, 17 Wright J-5, 3 Pratt & Whitney, 

total, 38. Engines repaired - 27 Liberty. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, Jan. 15th: 





On Jan. 5th the ‘Post was thoroughly inspected by Col. John S. Chambers, 
Q-M.C., and Lieut.-Col. Ralyh McT. Pennell, General Staff Corps, in connection 
with the economy program for 1931. Col. Chambers said that Ft.Crockett and 
the Third Attack Group's maintenance is carried out admirably considering the 
funds allowed for the purpose. ' 

Jack Dempsey has done a lot of aia over this world, but there are 


two trips that he will always remember. One is when the Bull of the Pamnas 


sent him through the ropes, and the second is when Lisut. Robert K. Taylor took 
the Manassa Mauler in an A-3B from Ft. Crockett to Dallas. A civilian plane 
which Dempsey and his manager, Leonard Sachs, were to use, cracked up in landing 
and, as Jack and his partner were in a hurry to leave, two Attaclx planes were 
warmed up and placed at their disposal. Lieut. Taylor took Dempsey in his 
plane, while Lieut. Tit Imlay carried Mr. Sachs. We know of no details of the 
trip, but we are sure neither of them will ever forget it. © 

The opening game of the Fi.Crockett Intersquadron Basketball League re~ 
vealed the 13th and 60th Squadrons as being the strongest in the League. 

The 8th and 90th ‘Squadrons have been running neck and neck in the Inter- 
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squadron Bowling League. However, as this is being written, we receive word 
that the 90th has at last triumphed over the 8th. It looks as if we will have 
some new bowling cnamns. 





Lansley Field, Va., Jan. 16ths: 


2nd Bombardment Group,A.C.,by Li.T.S.Power: The hangars at Langley are 

filling up with new Be3-A Bombers. There are five new ones here Row,with two 
new ones coming in every week from the Keystone factory. 

The B-3-A is a big improvement over the L3-7 along certain lines, namely, 

fuel capacity and night flying, and it seems to be more stable for bombing. 

The 20th: Squadron is setting a record for speed. They have practically 
finished all their nractice bombing, in spite of the unfavorable flying weather, 

The 2nd Bombarcment Group used its radio to good advantage in its recent 
rendezvous with the Tactical School, Bolling Field, and the Quantico Marines, 
Major Dargue from the rear of the leading bomber nad direct communication with 
Langley during the whole flight. He also had radio communication with the 
flight leaders. 

Cant. Koenig-and Lieut. Dunlap denarted for Buffalo to ferry two new 0-19 
tyne airplanes to Langley for the 2nd Bombardment Group. It is planned to have 
one of this type ship in each Squadron for gunnery and short cross-country 
purposes. 

19th Airship Co.,by Lt. Wm.t.McCracken: Though hampered by weather con- 
ditions, this orgenization was able to keep abreast of its training schedule 
during the past two weeks, completing one communications flight, practice 
flights, flights for training of aircraft crews; two routine test flights and 
two experimental flights. 

The Heinen Air Yacht arrived on Dec. 17th, from Cape May, N.J., with Capt, 
Anton Heinen and Staff Set. R.E. Quinn aboard. The last fifty miles of the 
flight was made through a heavy snow. ba! ; 

The Heinen Yacht, designed for the business man or the sportsman and his 
femily, can carry four »néssengers. It is 104 feet long, has a gas capacity of 
39,000 cubic feet and is powered with a single engine developing 100 H.P. Capt, 
Heinen has-also developed for use with his yacht a portable mooring mast which 
can be put up by three men in ten-minutes! time. 

lst Lieut. Wilfred J. Paul, who arrived from March Field Jan. 8th, was as- 
Signed to the 19th Airship Co. - 

end Lieut. William J. McCracken, Air Res., was ordered to added active duty 
tour for a neriod of six months commencing Jan. 3rd, and assigned to this 
organization. 

A.C.Tactical School, by Lt. J.D.Barxer: Maj. P.E. Van Nostrand and lst 
Lieut. K.N. Walker flew-to Miami to attend the air meet there. They departed 
on Jan. 7th returning on the 13th. Lieut. Walker spent an "enjoyable" time 
while at Miami with an attack of ptomaine poisoning. 

A demonstration is shortly to be given for the Tactical School by Troop A 
of the lst Armored Car Squadron, which is stationed at Ft. Eustis, Vae 

Considerable time is being lost by the students here due to sickness. The 
sick report has been showing the average of two or three names all of the 
winter. 

The Langley Field Riding Club held a paver chase Sunday morning, Jan. 11th, 
which was well attended and enjoyed by all. 

The 59th Service Sq. holds tight to top position in the Langley Field 
Bowling League. Second place is held at present by the end Bombardment Group 
Headquarters. The A.C.T.S. tumbled from 2nd »lace to third by losing three 
games to the end Wing Headquarters maple spillers. Sgt. Falkowski was high man 
with 637 for three games which added materially to the A.C.1.S. defeat. Sgt. 
Eberley of the same organization had a pin fall of 609 for three games. The 
59th Service Squadron defeated the lighter-than-air team two out of three games, 
All three games were decided in the closing frames. Sgt. Cattarius, of the 
9th Service Squadron, was high man with 622 for three games. The 19th Airship 
Company has been bowling consistently and should cause some worry to the top 
teams. Officers Team No. 1 handily defeated the Medical Corps Detachment thre? 
games. Lieut. Clifton was hich man with 567 for three zames. 

The 2nd Bombardment Group Hq. was handed three games by failure of the 2nd 
Photo Section to appear on the drives. Sgt. Segelbaum of the 2nd Bombardment 
Group Hq., was high man with 631 of three games. The 96th Bombardment Squadron 
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defeated the 49th Bombardment Squadron three games and are in race for higher 
standing in the League. The end Wing Headquarters rolled three games that would 
indicate that they are to vlace higher in the Leasue standing before the season 
comes to a close. 





March Field, Riverside, Calif., Jan. 19th: 


Brig.-General Charles H. Danforth visited March Field on a tour of inspec- 
tion on Dec. llth, accommanied by Lieut. Robert Douglas, A.C. A reception was 
given in his honor after which dancing and bridge was enjoyed by members of 
the Post. 

A Christmas Party was given for the children of the Post on Tuesday, Dec. 
2srd at 5:30 P.Me Santa Claus arrived by airplane and distributed candy and 
toys.to all children. <A nativity pageant was held prior to the arrival of 
Santa Claus. 

A delightful New Year's Eve dimer dance was given at the Officers! Club. 
The entertainment for the evening was furnished by talented guests. 

Lieut. Wm.C. Goldsborough with end Lieut. Wn.B. Blaufuss made an extended 
cross-country trip to Mitchel Fielc,L.I.,N.Y. Upon taking off from El Faso, 
Texas, when at an altitude of seventy-five feet from the ground, the motor quit 
without warning. Being headed toward high sand dunes northeast of the flying 
field, and lacking altitude to find a safe landing nlace, it was necessary to 
land, crashing the plane. Neither Lieuts. Goldsborough nor Blaufuss were in- 
jured. A plane was sent from March Field to Lordsburg,N.iM., and the officers 
continued their flight to Mitchel Field. 

end Lieut. Je Lauer iantiataaed made an extenced cross-country flight to 
South Bend, Ind. 

lst Lieut. H.A. Halverson and L.A. Dawson ferried two 0-32 National Guard 
Planes to Miller Field, Staten Island, N.Y. on Dec. 19th, returning to March 
Field on Jan. 1st,1921l. 

end Lieut. Harie W. Barnes was recently transferred to Panama; Lieut. El- 
well Sanborn to Hawaii and Lieut. Wentworth Goss to the Philippine Islands. 
The good wishes of the members of this command are extended to these officers, 
with the hope. that their tour of foreign service will prove an enjoyable one. 





Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield,Ohio, Jan. 15th: 


During the month of November, 13 ‘iain of various types and 43 airplane 
engines received major overhaul. One airplans, reccived in a lmocked-down con- 
dition from the factory, was assembled. During the moniter of eae 15 air- 
planes and 46 engines were completed. It is-anticipeted that, with the move-~ 
ment into the new Enzineering buildings completed, this number will be consider~ 
ably increased. During the month of November, 17,490.25 man hours were ex~ 
pended on airmlanes, 6,276 man hours on engines, and 1,025.25 man hours on the 
manufacture and repair of other Air Corps equipment. During December, 16,122.5 
man hours were expended on airplanes, 6,065.5 man hours on engines, and 6,485 
man hours on Air Corns equipment other than airplenes and engines. In addition 
to the above, 1,279: man hours were expended in the manufacture of parts on work 
orders, and 6,972.25 man hours on renarable material. 

Capt. Edward Laughlin departed in a BT-2 airplane on Jan. 8th for San An- 
tonio Air Depot to confer with the personnel connected at that place regarding 
the standardization of various items of Depot costs as commuted in accordance 
with the Air Corps Cost Accounting System. 

Recently the civilian-employees at the Fairfield Air Depot organized both 
@ Girls' and a Men's Basketball team, the proceeds of the game to be given to 
charity in the neighboring towns surrounding the Denot. The first gomes were 
played Wednesday, Jan. 14th, at the Fairfield Air Depot Gymnasium, with the 
teams representing the Union Trust Company of a Ohio. The Girls' Team, 
with a whirlwind finish, won with a score of 15 to 14, but the Men's Team lost 
by the score of 26 to 20. 

As the result of the physical examinations conducted here soon after the 
New Year, the squash courts at the Gymnasium have become very popular. Fairfield 
Air Depot is very fortunate in having a well-equipped Gymasium with bowling 
alleys, squash courts, volley ball courts, locker rooms, all of which are avail- 
able both to the Fairfield Air Depot officers and to the Wright Field officers 
living at the Depot. In addition to this, there is a well equipoed golf room 

- 62 - V~6119,A.C. 








for winter practice to all. 

Among those visiting the Post during the past twoweeks, the following 
were noted: 

Capt. Day, Ft.Leavenworth,Kans; Capt. Herold and Sgt. Morton,. Lambert Me 
Mo., Jan. 6th, to secure PT-1 and O2-H airplanes, respectively, which had been © 
given major overhauls at this Depot; Lieut. Smith and Pvt. Mercer, Schoen Field} 
Jan. 6th, on a cross-country mission; Lieuts. Bolen and Mosher from Selfridge 
Field, Jan. 7th, for two P1C airplanes which were given major overhauls; Lieut, 
Underhill, Selfridge Field, with six passengers, Jan. 7th, in a.C-9; Lieut. 
Taylor, Scott Field, with three passengers, en route from Bolling Field for 
minor repairs to YF1 airplane; Lieuts. Barnhill and Ross, Cleveland, McConnell, 
Norton Field, and Morris, Selfridge Field, stopped Jan. 7th en route on cross- 
country missions; Lieut. Newhall and Sgt. Ahern, Chicago,I11., Jan. 8th for a 
PT1 airplane, which had been given a major overhaul at this Depot; Lieut. Crabb, 
Selfridge Field, stopped Jan. llth, en route from Ft.Benjamin Harrison, Ind., | 
on a cross-country mission. 


18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, T.H. 





The first of the grading contract for the new Wheeler Field is nearing 
completion, and work on forty-three sets of non-commissioned officers! quarters | 
and a non-commissioned officers! bachelor building has started. According to . | 
the vlans, these buildings will be most attractive and their completion will 
give the Wheeler Field non-commissioned officers the finest quarters in the Air | 
Corps. Contracts for Officers’ quarters, hangars, barracks and shons will be 
let within the next few months and before the year is out, the new field will 
be well toward realization. 

The 75th Service Squadron, under Lieut. George P. Tourtellot, is busy in- 
stalling necessary machinery and in construction of tents to house the full 
strengtn of personnel. He expects to have the Squadron in operating condition 
shortly, which will relieve the repair situation for Luke Field and exnedite 
matters for use Lieut. Harold H. Bassett, who arrived recently, was assised 
to the 75th Service Squadron and attached to the 26th Attack Squadron for - 
flying duty. 

On January 5th, 2nd Lieut. Louis W. Strieber, Air Res., flying an A-3 with 
Pvt. Milo Stearns, Grd Enzineers, as passenger crashed in a cane field, about 
ten miles south of Wheeler Field. To the sorrow of the entire Group, Lieut. 
Strieber died that night and Pvt. Stearns two days later. The-cause of the 
accident will »robably never be learned, as there were no witnesses and neither 
occunant of the airplane could give an account of the accident. 


Maxwell Field, Montzcomery, Ala. 





In the line of sports, chief interest was centered on the development of a | 
first-class Polo Team. Eight officers are vieing for nlaces on the first strings 
Several very interesting exhibition games have been played. Twice the Maxwell 
outfit has met a team of civilians from the City of Montgomery, whose exper 
lence is as limited as the officers. The 29tn Infantry of Ft.Benning, Ga., was 
the visiting team on our home field on one occasion, bringing over their own 
mounts in trucks. This contest resulted in a victory for the doughboys. On 
Jan. 28th our outfit proceeded to Benning and met the Infantry on their own 
field, the fray resulting in a victory, by one goal. Our team was mounted by 
the 29th. Leading players for the Air Corys were Liauts. Murray Woodbury, 
Richard French, E.C.Slye, M.P.Borden, Bruce Tyndall, Pailip Roll. Acting as 
coach for the home team is Capt. Johan Green, Cav.,D.0.L., who is connected with 
the Lanier Eig School of Montgomery. 

Flying being presumably the most imvortant function of the Air Corps, Max- 
well is holding up by work on radio-controlled flizchts of a nine-ship formation. 
Major Walter Weaver, Commanding Officer, is in active direction of the flights, 
radioing his orders to the flight leaders from his control plane flying above. 
Several missions were . performed in comection with the Infantry and Artillery's 
usual monthly maneuvers at Ft. Bemning, Ga. 
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